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January-March 2022 

“ Mission Statement: The Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia continue to pro-
vide opportunities to enhance the quality of life, through education and per-
sonal development, allowing us to meet the changing needs of our local and 
global communities.  

Happy 109th Birthday 

Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia 
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          “Editor’s Chat” 
 

Dear W.I. Members, 

Happy New Year! There is lots to celebrate in this issue 

and as we move forward! 

If there is information in this issue 

that is incorrect, please let us 

know and we will correct it in the 

next issue. 

Thank you for all you to do for 

Home and Country. 

Christine MacKenzie 

Office Administrator 

novascotiawi@eastlink.ca 

Submissions 

Please note the deadlines 
for submitting articles 

and photographs to the 
2022 Home & Country are: 

Jan 5, Apr 5, Aug 5, Oct 5. 

Upcoming Events 
 

W.I.N.S. Scholarship Applications 

February 25, 2022 
 

W.I.N.S. Board Meeting 

Mar 10, 2022 at 1 pm via Zoom 
 

W.I.N.S. Nominations 

Regional Directors 

March 31, 2022 
 

W.I.N.S. Resolutions 

March 31, 2022 
 

Nominations Deadline for 

Erland Lee Award of Appreciation 

March 31, 2022 
 

W.I.N.S. AGM 

Aug 2 and 3, 2022 

Inn on Prince in Truro 
 

ACWW 30th Triennial 

World Conference 

Kuala Lampur, Malaysia 

May 17-23, 2023 
 

FWIC Convention 2024 

W.I.N.S. is hosting! 

Vision Statement 
 

“Learning, sharing, and improving 

the quality of life for all”     
Garden of Eden is making ba-
by hats for W.I. Week. 

 

 

 

WI Week 
 

February 19, 2022 

Springville-Island is making 

pillow cases for W.I. Week. 

Left to right: Paula Cassidy, 

Ruth MacLeod, and Joanne 

Smith. 

mailto:novascotiawi@eastlink.ca
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Note from W.I.N.S. President Elect 

Hi. For those of you who don’t know me, I’m Margie Taylor and my home 

branch is Churchville WI. I joined the branch in 1984 and have never looked 

back. I have held executive positions both at the Branch and District levels. 

In 2017, I joined the Provincial Board and have held the position of District 

Director for the Pictou District until the areas were changed into Regional Di-

rectors of which I covered both Guysborough and Pictou Districts. In the 

past, I have worn several hats organizing Branch and District events and 

have held several co-chair positions on the Provincial Board, which I certainly 

enjoyed. I was thrilled to join the Board as your new President-Elect and look 

forward to the next three years in this capacity. 

Professionally, my career is in healthcare and I hold a certification in Health Information Manage-

ment, CHIM. I started out working as a Transcriptionist and moved into Health Information Manage-

ment where my focus is capturing medical data. After an almost forty-year career, I am looking for-

ward to my retirement in July 2022. I am the proud mother of two sons, Nathan and Christian, who 

live in Ontario and Saskatchewan respectively, and four beautiful grandchildren Nash, Gabe, Madi 

and Navy. I live in the town of New Glasgow, NS.  

Over the years, I have served in various organizations within my work life, as well as with my extra-

curricular activities, volunteering with several community groups. Part of the Women’s Institutes of 

Nova Scotia mission statement states “to provide opportunities to enhance the quality of life, 

through education and personal development”. As a WI member I feel empowered to do just that, 

not only enhance the quality of life for others, but for myself. As WI members we recognize the 

needs of others and encourage and foster a feeling of community among women for the betterment 

of our local and global communities. I realize the last couple of years have been difficult with the 

COVID-19 pandemic lurking over our heads, but I look forward to working in my new position as 

President-Elect and hope that we can bring WINS into the future, full speed ahead, with a brighter 

2022.  

Yours in W.I., Margie Taylor, President-Elect W.I.N.S. 

Calling on Members! 

My hope is to include some of your favourite recipes - not too complicated ones, but ones that would 

be great to try out and add to the recipe box. Please share with us.               

It would be great to have some simple but exciting crafts that one could do in an afternoon or an 

evening, that wouldn't cost a lot to make and perhaps where members would have the necessary 

materials on hand. How many of you have started a craft and still have it to be finished? This would 

solve that problem.  

Please send your patterns, directions or recipes to me and we will do our best to put a new recipe or 

craft in each issue of Home and Country. Thank you. 

Ellen MacGillivary Simpson 

902 825 6429  e.simpson@ns.sympatico.ca 

520 Victoria Rd, Middleton, NS, B0S 1P0 

mailto:e.simpson@ns.sympatico.ca
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Reach for the Stars Membership Challenge 

List of New Members for 2021-2022 

 

Bridgeville - Mavis Peddie 

Caribou - Elaine Chaisson 

Lyon’s Brook - Monica Rivers 

North River - Dawn Forman 

 

Islands - Deborah Conroy, Wendy Daw 

Weston - Melanie Hirtle, Heather Kelly 

 

Garden of Eden - Cathie Wannamaker, Elizabeth Coady, Sharon Zunker 

 

West Pugwash - Audrey Purdy, Frances MacDonald, Jan Saunders, 

Jane Coolen, Joyce Brown, Maureen Albert, Diane Titus 

Please remember, in order to be listed and recorded in the Membership Challenge, 

a New Member Form must be sent to the Office: 

https://www.winovascotia.ca/resources/ 

 

  

       

   

Dropping in on Central Area Branches 

NINE MILE RIVER HOMEMAKERS met in No-
vember, with Roll Call involving collection of 
stamps to forward to the office. For program, 
Christmas gifts for seniors was discussed and a 
date was selected to visit two of the local resi-
dents who are in a long term care facility outside 
of their community. They also held their first ca-
tering event within the past 18 months, a turkey 
dinner for the local fire department’s annual 
awards event. In December, they also expected 
to cater to another dinner for the East Hants 
Ground Search and Rescue’s 31

st
 anniversary.  

Looking for a Project Idea? 

NORTH RIVER is doing a project called "The 

Year of Gratitude". Each month of the year, they 

are sending letters of thanks. Benefits include: 

• Showing appreciation and kindness to others 

• Spreading W.I.N.S. goodwill 

• Involvement of all members with low cost 

(can often drop off instead of mail) 

They made a list of groups or individuals to thank 

each month, such as the Legion in November 

and mail/delivery people in December. 

https://www.winovascotia.ca/resources/


5 

Photo caption here 

Dropping in on Eastern Area Branches 

Autumn 2021 saw our WI branches back to hav-
ing meetings and getting busy! 

BRIDGEVILLE program in October was led by 
Cheryl MacIntosh showing the group how to use 

stamps and 
stamping 
pads to 
make cards 
and gift tags. 
Each mem-
ber made a 
few lovely 
pieces to 
take home. 
In Novem-
ber, member 

Mavis Peddie presented on the years she spent 
living in the North as a Social Worker. She 
shared the many pieces of artwork that she had 
collected while there; a narwhal tusk, soapstone 
carvings and a beautiful wool embroidered Inuit 
jacket. She introduced their alphabet and mem-
bers each learned to say their names in Inuktitut. 
The December project was supplying $50 gift 
cards to provide hot meals and drinks to Viola’s 
Place, a homeless shelter in New Glasgow, an 
annual project for Bridgeville. CARIBOU met in 
September and drew names for members to be 
responsible for programs and refreshments in 
the next few months. In October, their Roll Call 
was to tell about the oldest card or ornament 
they possessed, as well as the story behind it. 

These photos were taken 
at the Bridgeville WI 
Christmas gathering in 
December. Members pre-
sent are Kate Baltais, Edie 
Green, Gloria Fraser, Ma-
vis Peddie and Christie 
Wilson (the visiting elf). 

Above shows Caribou members at a meeting in October where they made centerpieces and where 
they were grateful that COVID restrictions did not interfere with gathering. 
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Dropping in on Eastern Area Branches 

Craft supplies were brought in to make fall 
themed table centerpieces and the bases for 
these had been made previously by Lynn Nel-
son’s husband. In November, the guest speaker 
was the Honourable Karla MacFarlane, MLA for 
Central Nova, who gave an overview of her re-
sponsibilities and spoke of the various positions 
she holds on a number of government boards.  
She feels her greatest achievement to date has 
been having the language of the Mi’kmaq recog-
nized as the first language spoken in Nova Sco-
tia. A great deal of important and interesting infor-
mation was shared and enjoyed by members. 
FOXBROOK has been busy supplying hats, mit-
tens  and scarves to two local schools, plus quilts 
and finger puppets to the Aberdeen Hospital. 
GARDEN OF EDEN met in October with 8 mem-
bers attending, including 2 new members. Wel-
come, Sharon Zunker and Elizabeth Coady! The 
program they presented was on the use of an old 
Apple Press to produce apple juice from the 
abundance of apples this year. 

LYON’S BROOK met in October with 10 mem-
bers and 3 guests attending. Roll call was Hal-
loween treats being shared with each other. The 
program consisted of Myla Borden showing quilts 
that she has made from old jeans. She is re-
nowned for her quilts celebrating the history of 
African Canadians. Several of her quilts have 
toured with David Brown and she also has them 
displayed in the Nova Scotia Art Gallery! Mem-
bers had lots of fun dressing in Halloween cos-
tumes. November’s meeting was enjoyed by 8 
members and 2 guests. Roll Call was to bring a 
question for the guest speaker, Master Corporal 
Donna Collins, who shared her experiences in 
the Military as well as her two tours in Afghani-
stan. Her job as construction engineer clerk had 
her managing documents on the projects they 
did, i.e. building schools, and as such she inter-
acted with local contractors. Another responsibil-
ity included carrying the beret in front of the coffin 
of a fallen soldier. Corporal Collins was hurt dur-
ing her last tour and after a time was confirmed 
with PTSD. She was instrumental in bringing ref-
ugees to Pictou from Syria and CBC did a story 
about her work. This work helped with the guilt 
she suffered in leaving behind the many workers 
who had helped the Canadian Military. She is 
concerned for the rights of women and girls in 
Afghanistan and encouraged the W.I. members 

The photo shows Garden of Eden members, 

Isabel Cholmondeley, Theresa Fraser and 

Shirley Yerxa being shown how to work the Ap-

ple Press by Allison Munroe. 

Check out the beautiful W.I. mat made by 
Churchville member Frances Cameron! 
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to push the Federal Government to bring more of 
these workers to Canada. For their December 
meeting project, members decided to bring dona-
tions for the Food Bank, as well as to identify 
seniors in the community that may be lonely or 
isolated. MACPHERSON’S MILLS met in No-
vember with 5 members and answered Roll Call 
by remembering men and women who had 
served in the armed forces. They enjoyed a 
presentation by Lorraine Blakeney on the history 
of MacPherson’s Mills. For their project, mem-
bers visited a former WI member who had bro-
ken her shoulder and they helped by providing 
meals. Also, the members decided to purchase 
items for Christmas care packages for the local 
food bank. December saw 8 members answering 
Roll Call with something they do to help fight cli-
mate change. For their program, members 
signed Christmas cards and filled Goodie boxes 
with baked goods, jams, jelly, fruit, candy and 
personal items for housebound seniors in the 
community. Members also drew from completed 
cards for a Secret Sister whom they will remem-
ber on special occasions during the year. Food 
items were given to the local Food Bank for their 
Christmas Care packages. Their Project included 
information on the 2021 Environmental Steward-
ship Award from the Canadian Cattle Association 

that was given to Dean and Catherine Manning 
of Annapolis Valley for their community and Ca-
nadian beef industry leadership in outreach ef-
forts to the general public and open door policy 
to educate consumers. Information was also giv-
en about the proposed changes to the criminal 
code for the protection of Health Care Workers, 
introduced as an amendment by the Federal gov-
ernment. 

Gerry MacAulay 
Spanish Bay Branch, W.I.N.S. 

Garden of Eden members with their treat trays 
all ready. Left to right: Sharon Zunker, Theresa 
Fraser, Isabel Cholmondeley, Libby Coady, 
Cathie Wannamaker and Shirley Yerxa. 

Dropping in on Eastern Area Branches 

Lyon’s Brook members were invited to wear Halloween costumes at their October meeting. Left to 

right are: Sheila Reynolds, Mun Gil Song, Donna MacDonald, Eleanor Lilley, Ruth Mackay, Lynn 

MacLean, Wanda Lochead, Colleen Rauh, and guest Carolyn Hunink. 
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Dropping in on Southern Area Branches 

ARCADIA members shared a harvest recipe for 
Roll Call in October, a subset of what they have 
been collecting over the past few years and in-
tend to eventually share in a book. They also 
kicked off their annual book program, which pays 
$10 toward the purchase of a book by a Grade 
Primary student in their local school’s fall book 
sale, and they purchased a wreath to be laid at 
the cenotaph as part of the ceremonies at the 
school. In December, Roll Call was sharing of a 
Christmas song, story or poem – all very enter-
taining, and they presented a bursary, too. 
KEMPT members each shared something en-
joyed in the fall for Roll Call and discussed items 
of interest for future programs. They did some 
work to take care of the local hall and to prepare 
for election use, gave a gas card to a volunteer 
who mowed a small local plot of land, and sent a 
fruit basket to a local community lady recovering 
from a heart attack. For October, member Anna 
Ford gave each member a bag containing beads 
to make a Santa hat – fun, and useful, too! Plans 
were made to pack five baskets and send a plant 
to an ex-member living at a nursing home. A 
Christmas tree was to be erected at Kempt cor-
ner and decorated with lights. All members had to 
show proof of vaccination to enter the hall. 
NORTH BROOKFIELD met in October with Roll 
Call regarding where members would like to go 

for an outing. Carl Hawks, Councillor for North 
Queens, spoke to them about several proposed 

ideas for their area, and birthday cake and re-
freshments were served in celebration of a mem-
ber’s birthday. As a project, they made preemie 
hats for the IWK, with plans for an outing later in 
the month. For the November meeting, Roll Call 
was to share what each member would like for 
Christmas. They prepared Christmas baskets for 
shut-ins and provided a $100 donation to the Sal-
vation Army Christmas Cheer Box. They also rec-
ognize a senior in the community each month for 
special occasions, and planned to go to the 
“Hollow Log Café” in Caledonia for lunch in early 
December.  

Above left, Arcadia President Bonnie Dugas pre-
sented a Branch Life Membership to Yvonne 
Box. Above right, Bonnie also presented a $500 
bursary to Monique Muise of Rocca Point. 
Monique graduated from Par En Bas School in 
June and is now studying science at Acadia, with 
the eventual aim of becoming a teacher. 

Arcadia members during Christmas meeting. 
Back row: Sharman Fells, Irene White, Dorothy 
Redfurn, Marian White, Bonnie Dugas. Seated: 
Minnie Redfurn, Mabel Saulnier, Marilyn Smith. 

Rural  Issues 

What is your main concern when you think of 

Rural Issues? Each and every one of you are 

encouraged to send me your ideas on what we 

can concentrate our attention on over the next 

few years, to hopefully take some positive steps 

to help make some changes. Please send me 

an email, regular mail or phone calls with your 

ideas. Thank you. 

Ellen MacGillivary Simpson 

902 825 6429  e.simpson@ns.sympatico.ca 

520 Victoria Rd, Middleton, NS, B0S 1P0 

mailto:e.simpson@ns.sympatico.ca
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Dropping in on Western Area Branches 

CAMBRIDGE welcomed Lila Laduc who shared 

information on how German troops invaded Hol-

land during World War II. She was a young girl at 

the time and Holland was so appreciative of how 

Canadian soldiers went into Holland to announce 

Liberation. Lila and her husband later emigrated 

to Canada and we are pleased to welcome them 

to the Annapolis Valley. The evening started off 

with Trina Keith showing the ladies how to craft a 

poppy. In December, ladies made Christmas 

cards using pieces of materials that were already 

cut. That was quite a challenge! The group also 

went to the Heart of the Valley, Middleton for a 

meal out.  Christmas cards were sent to several 

Above shows Trina Keith demonstrating to a 

Cambridge member how to craft a poppy. Top 

right is a picture of the poppy when finished. 

Below shows people shopping at the Candy Cane Carnival where Islands Branch had a table. 
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members who were not able to be present and to 

former members of the branch. ISLANDS ladies 

answered Roll Call in September by providing 

good news tips and providing ideas to cope with 

this every day stress-related living. The branch 

was pleased to welcome a new member. In Octo-

ber they welcomed Colleen Collins who spoke on 

local plants and foraging. Each member was able 

to take home a sample of all purpose healing 

salve. The branch had a bake table at the local 

church jumble sale. In November, they welcomed 

another new member. Islands WI, what is your 

secret  for getting new members each month?! 

The group also had a table at the Candy Cane 

Carnival. They had a raffle on a quilt set and a 

Christmas basket as fundraisers. In December, 

they enjoyed a lovely presentation on handmade 

wreaths, demonstrated by Loretta Crocker using 

locally sourced fresh greenery. LAKEVILLE wel-

comed two ladies from the Grannies for Africa to 

their November meeting and the ladies told of the 

program and how it began. There are 27 grand-

mothers in Kickana and 27 grandmothers in our 

area who help with fundraising. The Lakeville la-

dies presented the two guests with a box of jew-

elry to help with fundraising. In December, they 

welcomed three guests, including Mrs. Claus. A 

Loretta Crocker demonstrated wreath making 

using locally sourced fresh greenery during Is-

lands’ December meeting. 

Dropping in on Western Area Branches 

Above Lakeville pictures show Betsey Bailey of “Grannies for Africa” with members Caroline Tucker 
and Adeline Blatt, as well as Gail Hart and co-presenter Nancy Henry. 
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letter was read to the group that was circulated to 

the community in lieu of the annual community 

Christmas supper. The President read “The Quilt-

ers Night Before Christmas” and then the ladies 

made a quilt square. Delicious tea and festive 

cookies were served and then Mrs. Claus arrived  

and gave each lady a treat bag.  Mrs. Claus was 

presented with 3 strawberry boxes full of home-

made strawberries for her Christmas tree. PORT 

WILLIAMS ladies were brought up to date on  

COVID cautions while traveling in Canada and 

the United States. Debbie Graves spoke on ob-

serving Remembrance Day. SPA SPRINGS cele-

brated the Christmas season by going to Ange's 

in the Heart of the Valley for a delicious meal and 

time of fellowship. WESTON ladies were busy 

learning about making various recipes in the 

kitchen from member Janet Saunders.  In Octo-

ber, the group had a potluck supper, much to the 

delight of everyone. 

Wishing everyone a Happy and Safe 2022.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Ellen MacGillivary Simpson 

Regional Director for Annapolis & Digby 

 

Dropping in on Western Area Branches 

For November in Port Williams, Debbie Graves 
(at left above) presented about Remembrance 
Day and Margaret MacLean (at right above) 
presented about  COVID restrictions when trav-
elling in Canada and U.S. 

 

 

 

Reminder about New Members 

Membership dues are FREE for new members 

in 2020-2021.  Branches simply need to ask 

new members to fill in the New Member Form, 

available from the “Resources” page on our web 

site. This includes subscription to Home and 

Country newsletter until May 31, 2022.  

Happy recruiting! 
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Kings West District Fall Rally 

Cambridge Women’s Institute was organized by President Helen McDougall 

(Superintendent of WI)  on April 23, 1920, in the Cambridge Community 

Center. Mrs. J. Howe Cox was named President and eight members attend-

ed. Stories tell us that May Schofield was walking by the community center 

and she was called in to participate so they had the eight members needed 

to register. 

In 1941 Secretary Della McLean wrote “We don’t get a 

chance to see each other often enough for a good nat-

ter , so can’t begin to write all that was said.” 

Some early projects were supplying milk for cocoa so 

the school children could have a hot drink during the 

cold winter months. Emphasis was put on the school 

and donations of books were greatly appreciated. 

Food and clothes were often provided to the needy. 

The hospital in Berwick was a great concern of the In-

stitute. They spent a lot of time and energy on making 

hot water bottle covers, baby clothes and pillow cases. 

Projects for Cambridge WI today still includes books 

for school and warm mittens for the students and the 

WI School Bursary Fund.  

In 1968 a member suggested that Cambridge Wom-

en’s Institute should be dissolved, but Judy Parks took 

the President office and Mary Dale Lloyd took the Sec-

retary’s position. 

Through wars, depression and COVID-19 challenges, 

the Cambridge Women’s Institute stayed true and ded-

icated to the mission statement of Nova Scotia’s Women’s Institutes. 

With determination Cambridge Women’s Institute kept going, and in April 2020 they reached their 

100
th
 Anniversary with eight members, the same number that started CWI 100 years ago.  

Jennie Jolly (Cambridge Secretary 2021) 

Judy Parks took the President’s office for 
Cambridge in 1968, after a member sug-
gested the Cambridge Branch should dis-
solve. She is now Kings Regional Director 
and encouraging us all to participate in the 
Handcraft Competition for 2022 as well, 
where we are all being encouraged to 
make a handmade doll. 

Handcraft Competition 

2022 

Make a Handmade Doll 

Not to exceed 18 inches in height 

Can be made from any medium  

e.g. sewing, knitting, crocheting 

Start getting creative! 
Look at the dolls shared at Kings West District Fall Rally! 

Top left shows cake at Kings West District Fall Rally. 
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MacPherson’s Mills Branch hosted and welcomed 27 

members and 1 guest at Pictou District Fall Rally on 

October 28, 2021. Caribou Branch led Touch and 

Take, which sold out. Lorraine Blakeney led O Cana-

da, and all recited Mary Stewart Collect and Flag Sa-

lute together. Guest speaker, John Ashton from 

Bridgeville, shared stories of many inspirational wom-

en from Nova Scotia. For Roll Call, each branch 

shared regarding activities over the summer, such as 

hosting a potluck, sharing strawberry shortcake, visit-

ing family, attending WINS, FWIC and ACWW confer-

ences and workshops on Zoom. 

As part of business proceedings, Lorraine Blakeney 

shared her Treasurer’s Report, as had been reviewed 

by Debbie White and Gloria Fraser, a time of Memorial 

was led by Arlene MacGregor of Churchville Branch, 

as she shared the poem “A Life Well Lived”, and sev-

eral reports were presented. Dr. Ellen McLean pointed 

out that Lynn MacLean is now President-Elect for 

FWIC. Congratulations shared! As Nova Scotia is hosting the FWIC Triennial Conference in 2024, 

members were reminded that WINS needs help from membership to plan this. It has been about 30 

years since we hosted, and it was noted that 2024 is when Lynn will become President of FWIC. 

Representing the Nominating Committee, Ann Munro of Garden of Eden Branch pointed out that 

Pictou/Guysborough Regional Director was needed, as Margie Taylor had moved into her role as 

President-Elect for WINS. [Following the meeting, Ann Munro was nominated and moved into the 

Regional Director role officially on Nov 25, 2021.] 

Friendly Competition was led by Garden of Eden Branch, called “An Old-Fashioned Christmas” – 

Members were to take in their oldest 

Christmas ornament, decoration or card. 

Entertainment was provided by Lyon’s 

Brook Branch - a skit called “Snow White 

in 3 Minutes”. MacPherson’s Mills Branch 

sold tickets on a crayon colouring quilt they 

made, including a square for each month 

of the year. $200 was raised to be donated 

to the Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Home-

stead. Many project ideas for WI Week 

were discussed and it was agreed that 

each branch should select a project sepa-

rately. 

Christine MacKenzie 

Pictou District Secretary 

Pictou District Fall Rally 

Lyon’s Brook offered “Snow White in 3 Minutes” as 
entertainment at Pictou District Fall Rally. Left to right: 
Eleanor Lilley, Donna MacDonald, Christine MacKen-
zie, Ruth Mackay, Lynn Langille, Lynn MacLean, and 
Sheila Reynolds. 

MacPherson’s Mills Branch sold tickets on 
a crayon colouring quilt they made, includ-
ing a square for each month of the year. 
$200 was raised to be donated to the Ade-
laide Hunter Hoodless Homestead. Picture 
shows member Joyce Roode showing the 
quilt at Fall Rally. 
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Let's Celebrate! 

125th Anniversary of WI 

The challenge is to plant 125 trees ( or more) across 
the Provinces. 

Would your Branch or District consider planting a tree 
to commemorate the Anniversary?  

If you are able to, send a photo and a few words to 
the FWIC office. 

Feb 2 - Second Leadership Module - Public Speaking. 
Why not join us? Missed the first one, no problem, you 
can still attend. Contact Angela Scott for more info at 
angela.scott@bellaliant.net.  

Feb 19 - W.I. Day - 2 pm ET - Please join for a virtual celebration of 125 years of WI. The Zoom link 
will be posted in social media and in WI Connections. Please share with your members.  

Topic - What was the spark that brought WI to your province and what makes WI special in your 
province? 

March 7 at 7pm ET. Reserve the date for the virtual Round Table on Advocacy and Int'l Women's 
Day. Topic will be Food Security. Further details will be available in February.  

Respectfully Submitted 
Eleanor Lilley,  FWIC Director  

News from Federated Women’s Institutes of Canada 

FWIC-WI Canada 

For the most up-to-date information: https://www.fwic.ca/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Institutes  

of Nova Scotia 

Annual General Meeting 

August 2 and 3, 2022 

Inn on Prince in Truro 

More details will be in the next issue. 

 

MLA Karla MacFarlane, Minister responsi-
ble for the Advisory Council on the Status 
of Women, presenting a certificate on be-
half of the Government of Nova Scotia in 
recognition of the 125th Anniversary of WI, 
to Past-President W.I.N.S., Eleanor Lilley.  

mailto:angela.scott@bellaliant.net
https://www.fwic.ca/
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Women Walk the World: Using a line from the most recent issue of The 

Countrywoman, April 29 will be here before we know it: how will you Walk the 

World? Why not plan an event- big or small and join with other like-minded 

sisters around the globe to share the work of ACWW? This can be a walk 

through your community, along a trail or park, around your Hall or even your 

home (depending on the COVID Restrictions of the time). Not only does this 

provide an opportunity to get outside and enjoy the spring weather, it is also a 

good opportunity to raise funds to support the ongoing work of ACWW.  

To assist with promotion and fundraising, ACWW will have information posted on the website start-

ing in late January. For those that prefer digital, there will be a fundraising page that will track the 

donations your branch receives and provide information to your supporters and walkers directly. For 

those that prefer print, posters and other resources will be available to download and print.  This 

year the branch can also sign up for an hour time slot and showcase their part of the world while do-

ing their Walk. More information will be available on the website and in the meantime check out Is-

sue 4-2021 of The Countrywoman (p.16).  

Food and Agriculture: Over the past year, ACWW has been raising the awareness of the role of 

Rural Women in Food Systems. They would like to hear from the members about the issues that af-

fect them directly and the needs they feel are not being met by local, national, and even internation-

al governments. Over the next year ACWW will be running a series of forums, surveys, and interac-

tive panels which are aimed at re-establishing our network of women in food systems.  So if you are 

a livestock farmer, food crop farmer, other crop farmer, fruit/vegetable grower, hunter, fisher, forest-

er, home gardener/subsistence farmer, food processor, food retailer, food in Hospitality setting, 

technical support to food/farming or retired form farming/food industry, ACWW would like to hear 

from you.  Contact media@acww.org.uk for more information.  

Pennies for Friendship: If your branch has not donated to Pennies for Friendship lately, please 

consider sending in your donation to either the Provincial WINS Office or to the ACWW Canada Ar-

ea President, Linda Hoy. The donations once collected will be sent on to ACWW Central Office. 

Thank you in advance for your support. 

30
th

 ACWW Triennial Conference: Plans are underway for this Conference which 

is scheduled to take place from May 17- 24, 2023 in Kuala Lumpur.  The badge for 

the Conference incorporates the woman central to the logo of the host society, the 

Women’s Institute of Pahang, and the Hibiscus, the beautiful national flower of Ma-

laysia. More details are available in the latest issue of the The Countrywoman or on 

the ACWW website, under Conference. 

 

For the most up-to-date information, check out the website: https://www.acww.org.uk. 

 

Associated Country Women of the World 

mailto:media@acww.org.uk
https://www.acww.org.uk
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WINS Board of Directors 

 

President: Jacqueline Melvin,  

902 670 2592, jmelvin@xcountry.tv 

 

President-Elect: Margie Taylor,  

902 759 6011, xavier_mom@hotmail.com 

 

Past President: Eleanor Lilley, 902 485 9284 

edenlake@eastlink.ca 

 

Annapolis/Digby: Ellen MacGillivary Simpson, 

902 825 6429, e.simpson@ns.sympatico.ca 

 

Cape Breton: Yvonne Kennedy, 902 737 5131,  

yvonne.kennedy1947@gmail.com 

 

Cumberland-Colchester: Dawn Forman, 92 

243 4033, dforman@seasidehighspeed.com 

 

Hants: vacant 

 

Kings: Judith (Judy) Parks, 902 538 8507 or 

902 680 0733(cell), parksjudy669@gmail.com 

 

Lunenburg/Queens/Shelburne/Yarmouth:  

Sharon Crooker-Lewis, 902 682 2284, 

d.crooker@hotmail.ca 

 

Pictou/Guysborough: Ann Munro, 902 922 

2093, amunro1@seasidehighspeed.com 

 

FWIC Director for Nova Scotia 

Eleanor Lilley, 902 485 9284, 

edenlake@eastlink.ca 

 

ACWW Area President for Canada 

Linda Hoy, canada@acww.org.uk 

77 Rte 108, Cookshire-Eaton, QC, J0B 1M0 

 

FWIC President  

Margaret Byl, president@fwic.ca  

 

ACWW World President  

Magdie de Kock - South Africa 

     

 

  

Item Price 

W.I.N.S. Membership Pin    $10.00 

W.I.N.S. Life Member Pin & Certificate $30.00 

W.I.N.S. Mug 'Home & Country'  $3.25 

W.I.N.S. Pen     $3.00 

W.I.N.S. Embroidered Crest    $2.00 

W.I.N.S. Golf Style Shirt (navy)  $7.50 

W.I.N.S. Sweater     $12.50 

W.I.N.S. T-Shirt     $5.00 

Back-to-Basics Cookbook     $2.00 

Grandmother Quilt Book    $10.00 

100th Anniversary Book    $10.00 

W.I.N.S. Centennial Anniversary Pin   $5.00 

W.I.N.S. Placemats (set of 25) $5.00 

Office: 208-90 Research Drive 

 Bible Hill, NS, B6L 2R2  

 Phone: 902 843 9467  

 novascotiawi@eastlink.ca 

 www.winovascotia.ca 

  

                         @novascotiawi 

 

 

 

Available at AGM in August! 

The W.I.N.S. Office has 5 copies of the book 

“Madge Watt and the Power of Women Work-

ing Together” by Ruth Fenner and Madge's 

niece, Helen Geissinger. With thanks to Helen 

and Ruth for their generous donation in Madge 

Watt's memory, Federated Women’s Institutes 

of Canada has provided these books with con-

dition that we use them for a future fundraiser.  
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