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Many of you have had contact with
Christine and more will get to meet her during
our next AGM. Our physical office remains closed
at this time, but all communications are being
received at Christine's home office.
As we are unable to gather for W.I.N.S.
AGM, it will be held virtually by ZOOM on
Tuesday, September 29th at 1 pm. Information
on joining the meeting will come from the office.
The new MOU with the Department of
Agriculture has been extended to December 31st,
but no further meetings, at this time, can be
planned to execute a Strategic plan as per the
contract.
Although this year has proven difficult in
many ways, I want to Thank each of you on your
commitment to your Branch, your communities
and to W.I.N.S. My appreciation is extended to
the Board for their continued support and
encouragement.
“No act of kindness, no matter how small,
is ever wasted.” –Aesop
Respectfully Submitted
Eleanor Lilley

President’s Report
We are living in uncertain times, but are
keeping connected and supporting each other
and our communities.
After our AGM, your new Board of
Regional Directors met in September.
One Area, Hants, did not nominate a
Regional Director so it was decided that Ruth
Blenkhorn and Judy Benjamin would be the
contact Directors for those Branches.
With a smaller Board, the decision was
made that all would sit on the committees with
one elected as Chairperson. Dates were finalised
for District Fall Rallies, and for Resolutions and
Scholarship deadlines. The Board continues to
meet through teleconferencing and ZOOM.
We received 3 Scholarship applications
and the recipient was informed by letter at the
school's amended Graduation ceremony. This
year's recipient is Laura Rae Isaacs, sponsored by
the Parkdale-Maplewood W.I. Branch.
In September 2019, the Alumni was
hosted by East Kings at the beautiful home of
Susan Ueffing. After a good business meeting, a
delicious lunch was served and many sat out on
the terrace enjoying the sunshine and views. A
good time was shared with friends old and new.
It has been disappointing to me that one
of my most enjoyable duties, meeting members
across all of Nova Scotia, was curtailed this year.
I was able to attend half of the District's Fall
Rallies with the others being scheduled for the
Spring. As usual, I am always proud of the
support that Branches and their members give to
each other and their communities. Thank You!
There has been many changes at our
office since AGM. Tamara Henderson left to take
up full time employment and the office was left
in my hands for a few weeks. We survived, but
bookkeeping is not my forte. Christine
MacKenzie, a Lyon's Brook W.I. member, was
hired to take care of the Financials. Through
discussions with the Board and Christine, it was
agreed to also employ her as Office
Administrator.

Federated Women’s Institutes of Canada
Director’s Report
The Board of the Federated Women’s
Institutes of Canada has met six times since
September 2019 and the Executive has met six
times. Other than one executive meeting held at
the Homestead in February, all other meetings
have been held electronically, using SKYPE or
ZOOM technology. This allows the Board and the
Executive to meet more frequently. Having faceto-face meetings were put on hold long before
COVID, as the cost of air travel and
accommodations for twelve people are a
significant expense to FWIC and one the
organization can no longer afford.
Last year, work began on renovating the
kitchen and meeting area at the Adelaide Hunter
Hoodless Homestead (home of FWIC). Most of
the work has been completed, but there are still
a few details left to address. Thank you to those
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that sent in donations. They are a big help in
helping to build “Addie’s Dream Kitchen”.
Unfortunately, donations received did not match
the total cost of the project so, if your branch did
not donate, you can still send in a donation.
When the renovations are completed, all
donations (both by individuals and branches) will
be recognized on a Donation Wall.
The Community, Culture, and Heritage
Committee finalized the guidelines for the
Tweedsmuir Competitions. The competitions
include: Handicraft (needlecraft sampler),
Cultural (a story of interest from any FWIC
event), Heritage (collage of pictures or
photographs from the past 100 years), and
Community (poem, drawing or artwork on
“What’s next for WI”). All entries (or pictures of
entries) will be compiled into a booklet and will
be sold at the National Convention/Triennial
Meeting in Newfoundland-Labrador in June
2021. All entries are due to the National Office
by January 2021.
The Lobbying and Advocacy Committee is
working on updating the By-Laws and the
Governance Manual. A draft of the By-Laws will
be shared at the FWIC AGM in September, with
provincial boards having several months to
provide feedback before the By-Laws are voted
on at the National Convention/Triennial Meeting.
FWIC received funding from the New
Horizons for Seniors Grant Program to offer
workshops at the Homestead. # Life Hacks Series
has covered a wide range of topics and, during
COVID, the programs were offered via ZOOM,
allowing members to participate from outside of
Ontario and indeed from around the world. The
last three sessions were Experience Simple
Happiness, Making Masks, and An afternoon
with Raptors. Information on upcoming sessions
will be posted on the FWIC Facebook page.
One of the goals of this Triennium is to
work on having consistent communications. In a
questionnaire completed by current and former
board members and current provincial
presidents, communication between the

provinces and the national office was identified
as an area that could be improved. The
Committee took that information and
determined the following actions: revamp the
website, post weekly information/stories on
Facebook, and to distribute the WI Connections
e-newsletter monthly. Prairie Telegraph was
hired, and she has provided excellent
suggestions and advice to the committee. If you
do not receive WI Connections in your inbox, you
can request it through the National Office.
One of the questions Prairie Telegraph
asked was, what are the ages of the members of
the Women’s Institutes? To answer that
question, each province was asked to identify
how many members they had in each of the
ranges. This will help FWIC identify who our
members currently are and to determine the
best way to communicate, not only with the
current members, but to prospective members
as well.
Another item identified in the
questionnaire was the need of a project or a way
to connect members from one coast to the
other. “Hearth is Where the Home Is” is not only
an opportunity to connect members, but it is a
way to learn from each other and to connect to
the Homestead. The four themes (food
preparation, crafts, sewing and handiwork,
gardening, and other) hopefully will capture the
interest of members and result in submit of
either stories or even “how to” videos. Details of
the project will be in the next issue of the Home
& Country.
FWIC will hold its annual meeting on
September 17, 2020 via ZOOM. More
information will be available after August 10.
Also, the National Convention/Triennial Meeting
will be held in St. John’s, Newfoundland &
Labrador from June 17-20, and this Convention
will be followed by the ACWW Canada Area
Conference from June 20-22, 2021. Both events
will be held at Macpherson College at Memorial
University. Due to COVID, the registration
package will not be available till January 2021.
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Finally, running any organization,
operating a museum, and providing educational
programming is an expensive venture. To help
raise funds, FWIC is holding a lottery.
Unfortunately, tickets must be purchased in
person in Ontario at a cost of $5 per ticket. If
you have family or friends in Ontario, they can
purchase the tickets and put them in your name.
The prize is $5000. Please consider supporting
this fundraiser.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity
to represent the Women’s Institutes of Nova
Scotia on the National Board. It is my honour to
serve in this capacity.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lynn MacLean
Nova Scotia Provincial
Representative for FWIC

Members have been making masks as individual
projects, separate from WI, and reported a
socially distanced meeting on a member’s extralarge deck in June. The meeting involved roll call
with each member sharing something positive
that has come from this rather stressful Spring
with COVID-19 and other events, and involved a
donation gift on behalf of their graduates, plus
painting of wooden discs with flower designs to
be placed on a local art trail that leads to one of
their beautiful beaches. The trail is open to the
public and everyone is encouraged to leave art
for others to enjoy.
The New Tusket Branch was also busy this
year! Members donated socks, hats, mitts and a
quilt to the Shyft Home. They also gave
donations to the Digby and Clare Christmas
Daddies and packed 8 boxes for Operation
Christmas Child. In October, members answered
roll call with the name of their favorite African
animal. They were pleased to welcome Ethan
Mullen, who had been on mission trips to Kenya
with a group called "Because All Children
Matter" where he helped children learn to play
North American games such as basketball, and to
Bahamas where he worked with a team to help
bring clean drinking water to the country after
Hurricane Dorian. In February, guest speaker
Mrs. Marilyn Gray, a Natural Health Practitioner,
shared how she forages in the local wooded area
for herbs and plants that she uses to make
therapeutic salves and ointments, as well as
herbal teas. She spoke of the process she uses
making these different therapies, some done
through an infusion process. She spoke of the
health benefits of the different teas she makes,
such as blueberry, rose hip and red clover. The
salves that she makes are effective in the
treatment of rashes, shingles and insect bites.
This proved very informative.
The Paradise Branch members registered
with the office, but the office does not have
reports regarding activities this year.
The Spa Springs Branch also shared many
memorable activities together! They laid a

Public Relations Officer Report
No Public Relations Officer at time of
report submission.

Regional Directors’ Reports
Annapolis/Digby Region
Annapolis/Digby Region consists of four
branches: Islands, New Tusket, Paradise, and Spa
Springs.
The Islands Branch had another very
active year. In the Fall, members learned about
plans for community gardens, an asset to seniors
and low income families, and how their group
could be a benefit to the project, they prepared
information and items for a resource booth, they
held a very successful Resource Fair, and they
showed baby pictures for roll call and all agreed
that they were ALL as beautiful as women as
they were as babies. During the Winter, focus
was on thrift ideas and money saving tips, the
group held a “Pour for the Cure” luncheon where
the location was decorated in pink and white as
well as a variety of decorative bras. The group
raised $250 for Breast Cure. Even the pandemic
did not prevent this branch from taking action!
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wreath at the local church for the Remembrance
Day Service, held a very successful Ticket Auction
and a Christmas Cheesecake Coffee party with
the funds going towards community affairs and
high school bursaries, reviewed scrapbooks, and
made chemo hats for the Cancer Society.
Members also visited a local nursing home and
shared treats, and could hardly believe it when
they had been there for over two hours…how
time flies when one is having fun!

members died within days of each other. Effie
Ferguson was a founding member of the branch
and Linda Prendergast has been a dedicated
member for many years. When regular meetings
resume in September, their presence will be
greatly missed. In the fall, it is hoped that our
three branches will resume near-normal activity.
Respectfully Submitted,
Yvonne Kennedy
Cumberland/Colchester Region
Our region consists of 2 branches; North
River in Colchester County with 4 members and
West Pugwash in Cumberland County with 21
members.
Here is a summary North River Branch
activities, programs and projects for the past
year:
 2 members attended the AGM in Stellarton in
August
 Hosted the Cumberland Colchester Fall Rally
at the Earltown Community Center in October
 Planned to host the Spring Rally (cancelled
due to COVID-19)
 A young 4H member told of her sewing
project which took her to the Pro Show
 A member shared a 200+ bear collection
along with stories behind several of the bears
 Toured Colchester Community Workshop,
learning about their many programs
 Toured local business NovelTea, a book store
and café, where many local artisans display
and sell their work
 In December, we gave Christmas cards to each
of the 61 residents plus staff of Willow Lodge
Home for Special Care in Tatamagouche
 Life Time Member, mother of Coni Murray,
Inez McLellan passed in January. She will be
missed, but not forgotten.
Here is a summary of West Pugwash
Branch activities, programs and projects for the
past year:
 Met at Inn the Elms for our closing meeting
and group picture in June 2019

Cape Breton Region
With COVID-19 and the rules on socialdistancing, our branches have not been meeting
since early March. Social isolation made us all
realize how much we enjoy our monthly
meetings and the camaraderie of our fellow
members. The old adage “Absence makes the
heart grow fonder” rings very true.
The Point Edward Branch has been very
active with community projects. They are the
only branch in Cape Breton with a hall and it is
well-utilized. The members donated over 250
hats to the Cancer Centre, along with flannelette
pillowcases for the Palliative Care Unit.
Homemade quilts were donated to the Northside
Hospital Foundation. Through the year, they
send cards and gifts to residents who are ill,
suffering a loss or celebrating a milestone.
Spanish Bay Branch members are busy
doing acts of kindness throughout the year. They
collected clothing items for needy families who
use the Family Resource Centre in Sydney.
Throughout the year, the group has been busy
making preemie blankets, knitted hats, sleep
sacks, burp cloths, booties and bibs for the
babies in the neonatal unit to give the babies a
good start in life.
Homeville Branch have monthly programs
at their meetings to provide information that will
improve their lives. The members worked on
Cancer hats and made a substantial donation of
pet supplies and cleaning products to the SPCA.
In the spring, the group went through a series of
very unexpected losses. Two of our longtime
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 August Annual Yard Sale to help with our
community supportive activities
 6 members attended the AGM in Stellarton
 Members and guests met for a Christmas
potluck and craft and games evening after our
December meeting
 Margaret Hanson hosted a Valentine meeting
and tea party with games & crafts
 Albums made and delivered to seniors at East
Cumberland Lodge
 Money given towards winter wear at Pugwash
Food Bank
 Cleaning supplies, clothing and household
items donated to Autumn House, Amherst
 Hosted a social fun Craft Day for the
community at the village Hall, successful in
raising awareness of WI and resulted in new
members
 Member Judy Turple made 300 masks and
donated to every business and anyone that
wanted one, and she received many
donations for the food bank
 Members Betty McEwan and Linda Chesnutt
completed a quilt with material donated by
Sue McFarlane, a deceased member
 Donations were given to the following:
Pugwash and Wallace Fire Departments, 2
Bursaries to Pugwash District High School,
Cyrus Eaton Elementary School, Pugwash and
Wallace Elementary school Hot Lunch
Programs, CEES Craft Program for children
unable to pay, and food, clothing and
Christmas items to the Pugwash Food Bank.
 Thinking of You, Sympathy, and Special
Occasion cards are sent throughout the year
to individuals in our area
 Branch member Dawn Lewis passed away. Her
husband gave one of her music CDs to each
member as a remembrance. She will be
missed.
 A quilt made and donated by Linda Chesnutt
for use as a fundraiser was drawn for in
September.
I am feeling proud to represent these two
wonderful branches. Together we can make a

difference, even during these trying times during
the COVID Virus when we are unable to meet.
Judy Benjamin
W. I. N. S. Regional Director
Hants Region
Our region consists of 2 branches:
Hardwood Lands Branch in Hants County with 6
members and Nine Mile River Branch in Hants
County with 9 members.
Here is a summary of Hardwood Lands
Branch activities, programs and projects for the
past year:
• Roll calls were answered with items for Third
Place Transition House or Phoenix House. As
well we each added a loonie to a can to go
towards our annual dues
• Gave to Pennies for Friendship
• Ran the community card parties for May, June
and July
• Gave a memorial gift to one of the faithful card
party attendees who had died
• Sent birthday cards to the seniors of our
community
• Had our twin branch (Port Williams) up for a
visit in November, at the time we celebrated
our 45th birthday
• Donated to the Hardwood Lands Presbyterian
church in memory of a member of the former
Hardwood Lands WI
• Attended the district fall rally
• Ran the community card parties for October,
November and December, and gave out treat
bags to everyone at the final card party
• Gave donations to: Christmas Daddies, IWK
Hospital, Phoenix House, Third Place Transition
House, Red Cross and the Shumilac Food Bank
• Participated in the community pie sale
• Gave to the provincial W.I.N.S. for the stamp
fund and the regional director’s fund
• For WI week, we bought a brick for the
renovations of the Adelaide Hoodless
Homestead as well as gave another donation
to the Shumilac Food Bank
• Gave a donation to the local elementary school
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(Maple Ridge) for their Read-A-Thon. Money is
to go towards enhancing their music and
Physical Education programs.
• Paid the electrical bill to have the wiring
improved for a new stove put in our hall
• No meetings have been held since our March
meeting due to COVID-19.
Carol Versteeg
Secretary

• God willing hope to get back to regular
meetings soon.
Pat Goodbrand
Secretary
I have not been able to visit these two
branches during this unprecedented last year. I
loved meeting some of their members at the
AGM last year; enthusiastic, fun members from
wonderful energetic branches.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Benjamin

Here is a summary of Nine Miles River
Branch activities, programs and projects for the
past year:
• Mailed out cards to people in our area in times
of grief, sickness, etc.
• Baby bonnets were made for the I. W. K.,
along with fidget blankets and bibs for two
nursing homes in the area
• Four members from our Branch attended the
AGM held in Stellarton in 2019
• Branch has been busy hosting funeral
receptions for not only past members and their
families, but also to community members and
their families which were well received by all
• Hosted a banquet for our local firemen,
followed by a take-out supper in the fall
• Laid a wreath at our local cenotaph in
November
• Donated to the Transition home in Truro
• At Christmas we passed out cans of cookies to
the seniors in our areas, and then went to visit
one of our seniors in a nursing home in Truro,
followed by lunch
• During W.I. week we took two members from
another branch that had closed out to lunch
• Everyone worked braiding pillow coverings
using fleece, enjoyed the challenge and had a
few good chuckles at one of our branch
meetings
• COVID-19 hit and all our worlds came to a halt.
Our Branch annually gives out bursaries to two
of our local high schools to help in their choice
of careers so we got together, masks in hand,
to hold an impromptu meeting to do this and
do a catch up.

Kings Region
Congratulations
are
extended
to
Cambridge WI and Medford WI on reaching their
100th Anniversary. However, due to COVID-19
celebrations had to be postponed.
The Kings Region Branches were busy in
their communities, until COVID-19 shut
everything down.
They donated to charities such as food
banks, breakfast programs at schools, school
bursaries, 4-H Groups, Music Festivals, and
helped at Christmas tree lightings and
Remembrance Day Services.
Many branches hosted their twin branch,
held Christmas teas, and Lakeville Branch hosted
their annual Community potluck supper.
Cambridge Branch had a special guest at their
Christmas dinner, member Heather Kellock’s
daughter Kathleen visiting from the Bahamas
told of Christmas celebrations in the Bahamas.
South Berwick had a speaker on Emergency
Preparedness and enjoyed time painting ceramic
plant pots and planting seeds to get ready for
spring.
Weston Branch hosted the West Kings
Fall Rally with guest speaker Rachel Ryan, a fabric
artist who does amazing needle work on painted
fabric.
West Kings continued with their “Time for
All Things” craft group making quilts, etc. to
donate to hospitals, nursing homes and charities.
Port Williams continued with its Tuesday
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morning craft group making fidget quilts to
donate to schools and nursing homes. However,
both these crafts groups are currently on
shutdown.
East Kings hosted the W.I.N.S. Alumni at
the home of Susan & Joe Ueffing, enjoying their
wonderful hospitality, a tasty lunch provided by
the district, and learning about Missing Youth
and School Policing from a member of the RCMP.
Port Williams hosted the East Kings Fall
Rally. After getting the business done and
enjoying a potluck supper, we invited the public
to join us to hear Debbie Reimer speak on Child
& Family Poverty.
Also open to the public was “An evening
with Jeff Douglas” host of Mainstreet CBC in
March hosted by Port Williams Branch.
Delhaven & District made Valentine
treats for long term care patients at Grand View
Manor and held two meetings by virtual
technology.
Through the fall, the branches had many
interesting meetings and speakers. Just before
lockdown, Dr. Angus McLean and his wife
Margaret, a pharmacist, spoke to Port Williams
branch about heart health and the new COVID19 virus we were hearing about. They prepared
us for taking the virus and safety precautions
seriously.
Since lockdown many branches and
individual members have kept busy making
masks for family, friends and the local hospital
foundation. Thank you W.I.N.S. for the mask
pattern.
Members have also kept in touch with
one another and seniors via phone calls, e-mail,
and cards, as well as keeping in touch with
ACWW Pen Friends, but everyone is looking
forward to the day we can sit down face-to-face
and enjoy a cup of tea.
For “Home & Country”,
Respectively Submitted,
Ruth Blenkhorn

Pictou/Guysborough Region
It certainly has been a different summer,
not to mention months of uncertainty with
COVID-19 pandemic lurking at very corner. Our
usually scheduled W.I.N.S. events from March
until August 2020 were either cancelled,
postponed or completed virtually because of so
many restrictions.
The W.I.N.S. Board has spent time
planning a virtual provincial AGM to be held this
year on September 29, 2020. By holding a virtual
AGM, members can keep in touch with each
other and keep abreast of what's going on with
W.I.N.S. provincially. It is unfortunate that we
won't be able to hold our in-person AGM this
year, but hopefully next year we will come back
better and stronger as we are women of
resilience.
Pictou District has nine branches and
Guysborough District has four. When talking with
several branch secretaries, it was noted most
branches within the Pictou District contributed
to making face masks during the pandemic
outbreak.
Lyons Brook Branch made 265 face masks
and ear savers and displayed them in the local
corner store for patrons for free, promoting
wellness, with a friendly acknowledgement that
the masks were made by W.I.N.S. members. By
doing so, this yielded an unexpected profit from
donations and with these funds raised a
donation was made to NRHS for a
graduating student and a donation was sent to
the Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Homestead in
memory of a former member. It is wonderful to
see communities come together during such
unprecedented times. Two members of the
Lyons Brook Branch have also created "how to
videos" as part of the FWIC project, "Hearth is
Where the Home Is". Lyons Brook Branch held
Zoom meetings to support their monthly
meetings.
Churchville Branch held their monthly
meetings virtually, via ZOOM, Messenger and
with a COVID-19 mandatory 6-feet-apart get8

together meeting, so business was handled and
members could chat and catch up. Churchville
also contributes to an annual bursary to a
graduating high school student at North Nova
Education Centre. This year Jayden Palmer from
MacLellan's Brook was the lucky winner of the
$200 bursary.
W.I.N.S. Pictou District Bursary winner
was Claire Wilson from Northumberland
Regional High School. Claire's grandmother is a
member of the Bridgeville Branch. Bridgeville
Branch was planning on holding an outdoor
meeting in July during the summer weather.
Abercrombie Branch didn't hold any
meetings, but some members did contribute to
mask making. Our sympathy is extended to Pat
Christensen on the passing of her beloved
husband Raymond.
Garden of Eden Branch's Ann Munro, aka
District President, commented just before
COVID-19 came into full emergency measures
that the Pictou District Project was completed
and emergency school supplies where handed
out. To quote her, "Some child some place within
the county has been helped with the supplies
provided by our WI branches". She was also
promoting branches to continue to communicate
via Skype, Messenger, FaceTime, etc. to keep in
touch during the pandemic.
Springville-Island Branch shared a
wonderful story of kindness during the
pandemic. A branch member, Rose, kindly
dropped off goodies randomly at individual
member’s homes as a lovely surprise and spirit
lifter to spread cheer during such difficult times.
As the Mary Stewart Collect suggests, "and Oh
Lord God, let us not forget to be kind".
Guysborough District members were
staying safe and coping well during the
pandemic. They weren't able to hold any
meetings, but some individual members
contributed to the face mask project.
I hope you enjoyed the updates and pray
everyone stays safe and keeps healthy, and I look
forward to the days when we can meet each

other face to face, in person, with handshakes
and hugs.
Yours in WINS,
Margie Taylor,
Regional Director
Pictou/Guysborough Districts
South Shore Region
This is a difficult report to write. COVID19 has put paid to many of our activities since
March. However, life goes on with changes we
wouldn’t have thought of when we entered 2020
in January. I did attend Fall Rallies in Sable River
and North Brookfield. Due to a calendar mistake
on my part, I did not attend the Rally in
Lunenburg County held in Chelsea.
I reported on the August 7-8th, 2019
AGM in Stellarton, but again failed to be at the
entire meeting. I also reported on the Board
Meeting in October, noting that the reduced
number of Board members seems to be working
well.
For all Districts in the Region, everything
has been put on hold since the middle of March.
I have recently been talking to Sherrie Wessel,
Chelsea Branch who informed me that ParkdaleMaplewood Branch was closing and that they
had lost their twin, Grand Pre Branch, as well
when they closed. She is very disappointed. They
are hoping to have a meeting this week.
I
had
been
in
touch
with
Shelburne/Yarmouth
Branch
just before
lockdown in March, which meant that we did not
have a Board Meeting as scheduled. The Board
Meeting was held on April 8th by conference call.
Queens County branches were active
from September to March, but not so since then.
Kempt held their annual Christmas party,
Valentine’s party with their friendly friend reveal,
etc. before we were all shut down.
North Brookfield Branch held their annual
Turkey Supper on Oct. 26, catered to a wedding
reception Oct. 12, and held the County Rally on
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Oct. 9. Our Christmas meeting was held at the
Hollow Log Café early in December and, as we
don’t meet in January and February and the
March meeting had to be cancelled due to
COVID-19 shutdown, we have not had a meeting
since December.
I promise to do a better job in the next
year than I did in 2019 as things are a little bit
more settled here at home following a couple of
disturbances, and I look forward to connecting
with everyone, whether it be virtually, email, text
or phone as we move toward the 2020 AGM.
Sharon Crooker-Lewis,
Regional Director
Phone: 902 682 2284
Email: d.crooker@hotmail.ca
FB: Sharon Crooker

Home & Country Newsletter Editor Report
The Home & Country, your provincial
newsletter, continues to be published four times
a year and is mailed to Branches or emailed to
members. It is also posted to the W.I.N.S.
website. It continues to be one of the main ways
to share information among Branches and
Districts as well as providing updates from the
Federated Women’s Institutes of Canada
(FWIC/WI Canada) and the Associated Country
Women of the World (ACWW).
Thank you for continuing to submit your
photos and stories to the Provincial Office. The
stories as well as your Branch monthly reports
provide the bases for the “Dropping in on the
Branches” section of the newsletter, one of the
most read sections of the newsletter.
The deadlines for the Home & Country
are January 5, April 5, August 5, and October 5.
Information to be included in each issue needs to
be sent to the Editor or the Office by that date.
By adhering to the deadlines, this helps to make
sure the newsletter is distributed at the end of
the month and available for the Branch meetings
in February, May, September and November.
Moving forward, what else should the
Home & Country include? Articles on how your
Branch attracted new members? Members
celebrating milestones? Recipes? Letters to the
editor?
Any suggestions or feedback are most
welcome.
Sincerely,
Lynn MacLean
Editor

Finance Committee
The Finance Committee only met once
this year as it was not possible to come together
this spring. A Budget for the 2020 -2021 year has
been prepared with the focus on reducing
expenses.
We are still trying to work on a strategic
plan over the next year in order to receive
support from the provincial Minister of
Agriculture and his staff.
As our membership seems to be falling,
we need to come up with new ways to bring in
money to keep the organization afloat.
We have reduced our office and
administrative cost by hiring a person to work by
the hour and it seems that there aren't many
hours in a regular week that need to have
someone in an office space. Christine MacKenzie
is doing what office work needs doing to keep
things current.
As we move into the new fiscal year we
always welcome your suggestions and input as
we continue to strive to keep W.I.N.S. an active
organization.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jacqueline Melvin
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have eased somewhat, the number of
participants is limited. There is nothing in
W.I.N.S. Policy to deal with such situations.
Therefore, the Board recommends the following
change to Policy.
Motion:
In the event of unforeseen circumstances that
necessitate cancellation of meetings, all
Women’s Institute Board meetings and Annual
General meetings will be held by virtual
technology.
Respectfully submitted,
Ruth Blenkhorn

Nominations Committee
In their first of two terms as Regional
Directors for 2019-2020, continuing for 20202021, we have:
Annapolis/Digby
Cape Breton
Cumberland/Colchester
Hants County
Kings County
Lunenburg/Queens/
Shelburne/Yarmouth
Pictou/Guysborough

Ellen Simpson
Yvonne Kennedy
Judy Benjamin
Ruth Blenkhorn
Sharon Crooker Lewis
Margie Taylor

Ruth Blenkhorn accepted nomination for
2019-2020 after the 2019 convention, and has
now agreed to continue in this position for 20202021. As indicated above, we continue to have a
vacant Regional Director position for Hants
County, with Ruth Blenkhorn and Judy Benjamin
assisting in communication for Hants West and
Hants Central respectively for 2019-2020.
Lynn MacLean, as a Past President, was
nominated by the Board to represent us as
Executive Officer on the FWIC Board.

Program/Membership Committee
No
feedback
received
regarding
provincial programs. Yvonne is still submitting a
monthly column to Cape Breton Post and it is
also published online in the Chronicle Herald
(next column expected to appear Apr 9, 2020).
Eleanor also mentioned that the local
Advocate printing company continues to support
Pictou District very well at no charge. For the
whole month of February, they included articles
and pictures in the weekly Pictou Advocate
newspaper: Signing of Proclamation by Pictou
County Warden Robert Parker, designating W.I.
MONTH in the County, 2 full pages of articles
submitted by each Branch in Pictou County,
Presentation of items collected by Branches for
Schools in the County to the School
Superintendent, and an interview with Eleanor
Lilley, President W.I.N.S and Ann Munro, Pictou
District President.
Respectfully submitted from
October Board Meeting Minutes

Resolutions Committee
The board met in the Fall of 2019. The
date for receiving Resolutions was set for March
13, 2020.
One resolution was received as follows:
Whereas: The Nova Scotia Women’s Institute
organization is facing financial hardship due to
branch closures and the subsequent decreasing
membership
Whereas: Prospective new members might need
an incentive to join the organization
Whereas: We need new members to survive as
an organization
Therefore Be It Resolved that:
Resolution: The membership fee for new
members be reduced to $20.00 for the first year
and the fee will return to the regular membership
fee for the subsequent years.
Due to COVID-19 this year, Public Health
Regulations have made it necessary to change
how meetings can be held. Though regulations
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The school was informed of the winner
and the money will be available when Laura
enrolls for her second semester at whatever
University/College she attends. Of course, in this
era of pandemic, it was not possible for this
Scholarship to be presented to Laura in person.
Sharon Crooker-Lewis
Chair of the
Scholarship Committee

Handcraft Committee
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, resulting in
need to hold the 2020 AGM virtually, we are
postponing this year's “Seasonal or Themed
Centerpiece” competition, with entries to
instead be submitted in 2021, with maximum
size 12" x 24" and no taller than 12 inches. Let
your imagination go!
Similarly, we’ll postpone the 2021
competition until 2022, where members can
make "An International Handmade Doll” by
sewing, knitting, crocheting, etc. and not to
exceed 18" tall.

Annual General Meeting 2020 Committee
The original plan was to hold the AGM
from Aug 5-6, 2020 at the Holiday Inn in Truro,
with estimated cost $2200 for 70 attendees and
with a $45 registration fee. 20 rooms were to be
available at $134+HST, with breakfast included
and based on two people sharing each room.
However, during their Spring Board
Meeting in April 2020 and due to COVID-19
restrictions, the board decided to cancel the
hotel booking and postpone the AGM, noting
there would be no penalty if they decided to
cancel the physical venue at that point in time.
Later, as it was learned that we still need
to hold our AGM, even if we cannot meet in a
physical location, it was decided that AGM
should instead be held virtually via ZOOM on
Tuesday, September 29th at 1 pm.

Scholarship Committee
The first meeting of the Scholarship
Committee was at the October 2019 Board of
Directors’ Meeting in Truro. At that time we
discussed the topic for the 2020 essay, one of
the requirements on the application for the
Scholarship, and decided on “What Can We Do
to Increase W.I.N.S. Membership”. At the
Conference call Board Meeting on April 8, 2020,
we decided that the applications submitted
would be emailed to each Board member, along
with an evaluation sheet for review, and each
person would rate each application and return
their findings to the office. This seems to have
worked quite well.
As you know, the Scholarship is valued at
$700.00 and the applicant must have a relative
(be that a mother, grandmother, aunt, etc.) who
is or has been a member of W.I.N.S. This was a
very difficult task as the applicants did a fabulous
job of interviews, discussions with people in the
community and individual members. Their essays
were well-written and articulate.
The winner of the scholarship was Laura
Rae Issacs – nominated by Parkdale-Maplewood
Branch. Laura attended New Germany Rural High
School in Lunenburg County. It is worth noting
that this is the second year in a row that the
Scholarship has been presented to a student
from New Germany and nominated by the same
branch.

Think Tank Committee Report
The Think Tank Committee, appointed by
the Alumni of the Women’s Institutes of Nova
Scotia in 2014, met once in the fall of 2019 to
organize the information stored at the Provincial
Office. The purpose is to create a database of the
histories, artifacts, and information that is looked
after by W.I.N.S. Unfortunately, COVID-19
occurred and the committee had to postpone
this work until the restrictions are lifted.
Respectfully Submitted,
Think Tank Committee
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Adopt-A-Highway Program

Donations to Various Funds
JUNE 1, 2019 – MAY 31, 2020

The Nova Scotia Adopt-A-Highway (AAH)
program had its most successful year yet in 2019.
With the addition of the Great Nova Scotia PickMe-Up Program (PMU), we facilitated 557
cleanups and removed over 208,000 pounds of
litter from our beautiful province. We worked
diligently to assist over 14,000 volunteers and
were able to help in the cleaning of over 929
kilometers of roadsides and 70 kilometers of
shoreline. With the addition of our new Data
Card Contest, we retrieved 70% of our cleanup
data, which allowed us to track common litter
items, common brands, and unusual litter.
Our 2020 cleanup season suffered a
delayed opening due to COVID-19; however, our
employees worked diligently to ensure that we
could safely open. We were fortunate enough to
speak with Dr. Robert Strang, Chief Medical
Officer of Health for the Province of Nova Scotia
regarding possible reopening plans. Dr. Strang
recommended that cleanups respect gathering
limits, physical distancing, and bubble travel to
and from cleanup sites. Dr. Strang then gave us
the permission we needed to officially open our
cleanup season. We then developed our COVID19 safety recommendations for our volunteers so
they could safely complete their cleanups. These
recommendations were added to our litter
handbook which is circulated to all volunteers
before cleanups commence. The season opened
on June 15th, with some restrictions. We are
enthusiastic about the 2020 cleanup season and
we hope to report outstanding cleanup results
this year, yet again.
Respectfully Submitted,
Amy Langille

Donations to ACWW Funds:
ACWW Pennies for Friendship
ACWW Canada Area Projects
ACWW WE Funds
Donations to FWIC Funds:
Peace Garden
Hoodless Homestead
Donations to WINS Funds:
Scholarship Fund
Regional Directors Fund
Every Stamp Counts Challenge
Office Operations
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$1,242.12
$125.00
$0
$25.00
$95.63
$0
$660.00
$123.63
$5,173.00

Minutes of 2019 Annual General Meeting
Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia
Annual General Meeting 2019
Museum of Industry-Stellarton, NS
August 7th & 8th, 2019
On August 7th 2019, 63 delegates gathered at the Museum of Industry, Stellarton to
commence the 2019 WINS Annual General Meeting. Eleanor Lilley, WINS President led the
Opening Procession into the meeting room, and called the meeting to order with O
Canada, the Mary Stewart Collect and the Flag Salute being recited. Eleanor introduced the
invited dignitaries and the Board of Directors that were present, as well as mentioning
regrets from one board member.
Hugh MacKay– MLA for Chester-St. Margaret’s Bay brought greetings on behalf of the Nova
Scotia Premier and Government, he spoke of the importance of WI enhancing women in NS
and how WI Connects communities in NS and people all over. He mentioned how the
theme of AGM “Hats off to Women” fit perfectly and recognized the importance of WI. He
thanked WI for all the years of hard work and dedication. Robert Parker – Warden for
Pictou Country welcomed members said he was pleased to attend. He mentioned that WI
held a special place in his heart. His council has strong ties to WI. He spoke about WI Week.
He reminisced on how his grandmother was a rural farmer’s wife and how WI would have
been a help to her. He spoke about Adeline Hoodless and the forming of the organization.
He mentioned that everyone should ask their florist for Hoodless Roses to keep them
current. He closed with congratulating the WI and welcoming the organization. Danny
MacGillivray-Mayor of Stellarton welcomes Wi to Stellarton. He found that the WI Motto
was very informative. That it’s the little things in life that create differences. He mentioned
that Stellarton was the first area of the Industrial revolution in British North America. He
mentioned that in the next year they would be doing tours and promoting the town’s
history. Debra McNabb-Director of the Museum of Industry welcomed the delegated to
the museum. She was pleased and honoured to have the WI at their site. She mentioned
there would be a tour available to members. She mentioned that the museum tries to
recognize women’s work and its importance. There is some reference to the impact and
work women made during wartime at the museum. She wished delegates a productive and
successful conference. Eleanor Lilley excused the invited dignitaries at this time.
Eleanor read the Greetings sent by:
MLA for Pictou West, Karla MacFarlane
Linda Hoy, ACWW Canada Area President,
Joan Holthe, FWIC President
Carol Jenkins, PEI WI President
Past Presidents in attendance were recognized with a gift at this time. Dr. Ellen McLean,
Ruth Blenkhorn, Lynn MacLean, Ellen Simpson, Marion Newcombe, and Coni Murray were
all presented travel blankets.
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Carol Crawford and Julie Dzaich served as scrutineers for the meeting. Voting strength was
calculated with a total of 32. 50%+1 is 17, and 2/3 is 21.
Ellen McLean served as parliamentarian for the duration of the meeting.
Motion: Move the approval of the agenda.
Eleanor Lilley
Betty Ann Battist – Lyon’s Brook WI
Vote:
For: All
Carried

Against: 0

Abstain:0

Eleanor noted her President’s Report appears on page 4 of the 2018-2019 President’s
Report, and gave members a chance to review it and ask any questions they may have had.
Eleanor also spoke regarding the concerns for the numbers for the Strategic Plan. Reports
have already been filled out about members and we have a feel for what the members are
thinking. She will meet be meeting with Yvonne to discuss a new proposal and will keep
members informed. Eleanor also mentioned the passing of past president, Sheila Richards.
Sheila had served at all levels of service and will be greatly missed.
Liz Johnson did the memorial service. Susan Ueffing played guitar and sang Turn, Turn,
Turn. 17 members that passed away this past year were mentioned by their branches.
Approval of the Minutes
A correction was noted, to the Notes to the Unaudited Financial Statements (Page 36)
which incorrectly read Area Conference Expense. It should read Triennial Expense.
Motion: Move the adoption of the Minutes of the Provincial Conference 2018 – Truro, NS
with the above noted correction.
Moved: Susan Duncan – West Pugwash WI
Seconded: Sherrie Wessell – Chelsea WI
Vote:
For: All
Against: 0
Abstain: 0
Carried
Finance Report
Motion: To review the financial statements in the summarized format and not line by line.
Moved: Judy Parks- Cambridge WI
Seconded: Margaret Barkhouse- Port Williams WI
Vote:
For: All
Against: 0
Abstain: 0
Carried
Jacqueline Melvin, President Elect, reviewed the June 1, 2018 – May 31, 2019 Financial
Statement as prepared by Langley Accounting Ltd. Totals as noted:
Total Current Assets
$265,635
Total Investments
$59,000
Total Assets
$265,635
Total Current Liabilities
$13,449
Total Fund Liabilities
$66,665
Total Liabilities
$80,114
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Members Equity
Total Liabilities & Equity

$185,521
$265,635

Revenue $40,885
Expenses $50,801
Net Gain(Loss) $(9,916)
Motion: Move the adoption of the June 1, 2018 – May 31, 2019 Financial Statement as
printed.
Moved: Jacqueline Melvin
Seconded: Margaret Dawe-Shelburne WI
Vote: 33
For: All
Against: 0
Abstain: 0
Carried
Proposed Budget
Jacqueline reviewed the Proposed Budget for the June 1, 2019-May 31, 2020 Fiscal Year.
Revenue: $67,047
Expenses: $50,475
Net Gain (Loss): $16,572
Questions: Every year we give a donation. Where is this recorded? Some of the information
in the office is outdated. Monies were put into different accounts from what was noted.
The donation is probably in the misc. revenue. Moving forward the office is updating the
accounting system.
Why is there an increase in Board Meeting Costs? The financials were completed prior to
voting in Regionals. This will likely reduce the number.
Why is the Annual General Meeting/Convention only $1000? The money is needed for
startup and planning. It is seed money.
Why is the total for the Public relations $0? We do not have anyone.
Motion: Move the adoption of the June 1, 2019 – May 31, 2020 Proposed Budget as
printed.
Moved: Jacqueline Melvin
Seconded: Susan Ueffing- Delhaven & District WI
Vote: 32
For: All
Against: 0
Abstain: 0
Carried
Appointment of the Auditor
Motion: Move the appointment of the Langley Accounting Ltd. as the auditor for the
Financial Statement for the period of June 1, 2019-May 31, 2020.
Moved: Jacqueline Melvin
Seconded: Susan Duncan—West Pugwash WI
Vote:
For:
All
Against: 0
Abstain: 0
Carried
Committee Reports
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Motion: Move the committee reports be presented as a block, with the exception of
nominations.
Moved: Margie Taylor – Churchville WI
Seconded: Judy Benjamin- West Pugwash WI
Vote:
For: All
Against: 0
Abstain: 0
Carried
Sharon Reid moved the adoption of the Communication Committee Report, as it appears
on page 11of the 2018-2019 Annual Report.
Judy Parks moved the adoption of the Handcraft Committee Report, as it appears on page
14 of the 2018-2019 Annual Report.
Ellen Simpson moved the adoption of the Membership Committee Report, as it appears on
page 13 of the 2018-2019 Annual Report.
Yvonne Kennedy moved the adoption of the Programs Committee Report, as it appears on
page 14 of the 2018-2019 Annual Report.
Marg Dawe moved the adoption of the Scholarship Committee Report, as it appears on
page 14 of the 2018-2019 Annual Report.
Seconder for block: Judy Benjamin
Vote: For: All Against: 0
Abstain: 0
Carried
Guest Speaker: The guest speaker for AGM was Donna McGregor who is with the Pictou
Chapter of Silent Witness Nova Scotia. Donna presented a slide show about Human
Trafficking. She spoke about how girls in our own communities are being groomed for
trafficking. The slide show highlighted the stories of two individuals. One was an actual
victim of Human trafficking and now is an author and speaker. The other lady was a mother
of a girl that was a victim of human trafficking. Donna provided information on who to
contact for more information. Local police stations have information available. One of the
things highlighted in the presentation was the creation of the silhouettes in memory of
women who have been killed by their partner. These silhouettes serve as a reminder so
that the victims are not forgotten and awareness is raised by placing them in various areas.
Afternoon Break
Resolutions
Sharon Crooker WINS Committee Chairperson, presented the resolutions, appearing on
page 13 of the 2018-19 Annual Report.
Resolution 1: Update to Resolution 4 (Amendment to By-law 5.2), passed at Provincial
Convention 2018
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Whereas there was an omission in wording to Resolution 4 presented at the 2018
Convention on August 1 and 2, 2018;
And whereas Article 8 in the Constitution states that a by-law can be amended by special
resolution at an Annual Meeting of the WINS, passed by 2/3 of the membership who are
present and eligible to vote;
Therefore be it resolved that by-law 5.2 be amended to include the following wording:
- Declaration of the President in office
- Confirmation of the Regional Directors
Submitted by WINS Board of Directors
Moved by Sharon Crooker-WINS Resolution Chairperson
Seconded by Sherrie Wessell- Chelsea WI
Vote: For: All
Against: 0
Abstain: 0
Carried
Resolution 2: Access to Services for all Nova Scotians
Whereas many rural Nova Scotia residents cannot access a lot of services due to distance
and financial restraints and;
Whereas everyone should be entitled to unrestricted access to medical, educational,
extracurricular activities ad government services;
Therefore be it resolved that there be some form of financial assistance to rural citizens for
anyone who lives 25 km or more from a regional or provincial service.
Resolution Withdrawn: More information is required
Resolutions were tabled at this time.
Nomination for Regional Directors:
Hants District still has no representation. No nominations were received from the floor at
this time. Regional Directors are as follows:
Sharon Crooker- Queens/Shelburne/Lunenburg/Yarmouth
Ellen Simpson- Annapolis/Digby
Ruth Blenkhorn- Kings County/Hants West
Judy Benjamin-Cumberland Colchester/Hants Central
Margie Taylor-Pictou/Guysborough
Yvonne Kennedy- Cape Breton
Eleanor Lilley WINS President moves to accept nominations.
Seconded by Marg Dawe-Shelburne/Yarmouth District Director
Vote: For: All Against:0
Abstain:0
Carried
This year’s Erland Lee Award recipient for WINS was awarded to two recipients. Wayne
Blenhorn, nominated by Port Williams WI and Jack Morrison was nominated by Sable River
and Area WI. The awards will be given out at the branches. Adeline Blatt from the Lakeville
WI spoke about who Erland Lee was and his importance to WI.
FWIC Report
In Addition to the FWIC Report given on page 5 of the Annual Report Eleanor gave a short
talk about some other items related to FWIC. She participated in a Zoom Meeting for the
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first time. The planting of a yellow rose was discussed. We have received our plant and will
be asking for a spot in the garden at Dalhousie. She spoke about the Triennial Competition
2018-2021. If anyone is interested the deadline is January 15, 2021. There are five sections
in the competitions. 1) Handcraft-Needlecraft. 2) Cultural Section- Story of Interest (5001000 words). 3) Heritage- Collage (FWIC events over the last 100 years). 4) Community
Competition- “What’s next for WI?” (It can be a poem, drawing, artwork that will appear on
the back of a new booklet). 5) Senator Cairine Wilson- essay on any governance in general
in Canada.
Reach for the Stars Winners:
Presented by Ellen Simpson to West Pugwash and to Port Williams WI. Each branch had 4
new members each in the 2018-2019 fiscal year. Congratulations!
The Handcraft Competition Winners for the 2019 AGM presented by Judy Parks were:
1st Place- Lakeville WI
2nd Place- Linda Chesnutt- West Pugwash WI
3rd Place- Judy Parks- Cambridge WI

ACWW Report
Lynn MacLean, Coni Murray and Eleanor Lilley presented a slide show. They shared pictures
and stories from the ACWW Triennial World Conference held in Melbourne, Australia last
year. Worldwide the ACWW has 9 million members in 82 counties with 9 areas
represented.

Any districts interested in hosting Annual General Meeting 2020 are asked to contact the
Provincial Office or WINS President prior to the next full board meeting on October 7th &
8th, 2019.
The 2019-2020 Board of Directors was installed by past president Coni Murray and is as
follows:
Eleanor Lilley - President
Jacqueline Melvin – President-Elect & Kings East District Director
Sharon Crooker- Queens/Shelburne/Lunenburg/Yarmouth Regional Director
Ellen Simpson- Annapolis/Digby Regional Director
Ruth Blenkhorn- Kings County/Hants West Regional Director
Judy Benjamin-Cumberland Colchester/Hants Central Regional Director
Margie Taylor-Pictou/Guysborough Regional Director
Yvonne Kennedy- Cape Breton Regional Director
Motion: Move the adjournment of the 2019 WINS AGM.
Moved by Ruth Blenkhorn – Port Williams WI
Seconded by Darlene Pierce North River WI
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AGM 2020 Tentative Agenda
Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia
Annual General Meeting 2020
Via Zoom Technology
Tuesday, September 29th, 2020

PROVINCIAL AGM 2020 INFORMATION
September 29th – Via Zoom Technology
12:45pm………..........Entry to Waiting Room
1:00pm……………….…Meeting Begins
Opening Ceremony
O Canada, Mary Stewart Collect, Flag Salute
Introduction of Board
Past President Recognition
In Memoriam
** Business Session**
Evaluation
Closing
** Business Session items will happen in order listed
below, but cannot have a specific time allotted. **
Resolutions
Approval of Tentative Agenda
President’s Report
Approval of Minutes of Annual General Meeting 2019
Financial Report
Proposed Budget
Appointment of Auditor
Committee Reports
FWIC Report
ACWW Report
Reach for the Stars Award
Invitation to Provincial Convention 2021
Installation of 2020/21 Board of Directors
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O Canada

Flag Salute

O Canada! Our home and native land!
True patriot love in all of us command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
The True North, strong and free!
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

In purity, fidelity, truth,
We pledge allegiance
To our Queen, our Country and our Flag.

In Memoriam - A Life Well Spent
A life well lived is a precious gift,
of hope and strength and grace,
from someone who has made our world
a brighter, better place.
It's filled with moments,
sweet and sad with smiles and sometimes tears,
with friendships formed and good times shared,
and laughter through the years.
A life well lived is a legacy,
of joy and pride and pleasure,
a living, lasting memory
our grateful heart's will treasure.
- Author Unknown

Mary Stewart Collect
Keep us O Lord from pettiness,
let us be large in thought, in word and deed.
Let us be done with fault finding
and leave off self-seeking.
May we put away all pretense
and meet each other face to face,
Without self-pity and without prejudice.
May we never be hasty in judgment
and always generous.
Teach us to put into action our better impulses,
straight forward and unafraid.
Let us take time for all things;
make us grow calm, serene, gentle.
Grant that we may realize that it is the little
things in life that create differences;
That in the big things of life we are one.
And may we strive to touch and know
the great human heart, common to us all,
And O lord, let us not forget to be kind.
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June 1, 2019 – May 31, 2020 Financial Statements
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REVENUE

2020 YEAR END

2019 YEAR END

Grants

14,187.00

14,187.00

Membership Fees

14,158.50

13,380.40

Sales

357.43

1,254.71

Office Operations Donations
5,173.00
0
AGM Revenue
3,580.75
4,885.77
Misc. Revenue
0
130.00
Miscellaneous Income
8,753.75
5,015.77
Raffle Tickets
Golf Shirts

0
0

590.00
0

Fund Raiser Income

0

598.00

Investment Income

1,478.02

5,332.74

Regional Directors Fund
Every Stamp Counts Challenge

660.00
123.63

726.00
388.15

Fund Income

783.63

1,114.15

TOTAL REVENUE

39,718.33

40,882.77

2020 YEAR END

2019 YEAR END

EXPENSES

Accountants Expense
1,725.00
1,612.50
Bookkeeper Service Expense
1,591.56
0
Office Admin Service Expense
2,127.50
0
Accounting Expense
5,444.06
1,612.50
President’s Expense
Gifts and Prizes

500.00
40.00
Promotions

Provincial Convention/AGM
Board of Directors Meetings
Other Meetings

540.00
3,698.76
1,059.67
0

Meeting Expenses

500.00
281.08
781.08

6,081.96
4,001.59
0
4,758.43
10,083.55

Telephone/Internet bundled
1,654.88
1,198.66
Telephone and Internet
1,654.88
1,198.66
Supplies Purchased
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220.77

0

Salary
EI Expense
CPP Expense
Payroll Adjustment Expense
Group Insurance Expense

3,330.00
142.84
142.47
10.40
0
Wages
Insurance

WINS Office Supplies (Clerical)
Bank Expenses
WINS Postage
Office Expense
Printing – H&C
Postage H&C

23,378.01
538.82
1,000.87
0
2,999.16
3,625.71
27,916.86
1289.00

311.72
79.00
20.08
105.60
915.79
475.08

1,250.00
264.83
52.50
0
304.69
1,116.37
518.13

Office Expenses

1,907.27

2,256.52

Rent Expenses

1,533.60

2,934.76

Repairs and Maintenance

348.44

21.04

Dues and Fees

2,202.87

2,442.92

Digital/Web Presence

405.75

300.58

TOTAL EXPENSES

23,930.78

50,798.47

Net Income (Loss)

15,787.55

(9,915.70)

Members Equity - Beginning of Year

185,521.07

195,439.70

Members Equity - End of year

201,308.62

185,521.07
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ASSETS

2020 YEAR END

Royal Bank
Cash Receipts
Wood Gundy Open Account
Renaissance High Interest Acc.

18,923.14
0
40,968.60
0
Cash
59,891.74

2019 YEAR END
25,821.70
113.55
2,815.92
0
28,751.17

Home Trust Co 23Mar2020 2.5%
Bank of Nova Scotia Common Stocks
CIBC Mortgages Inc. 30Mar2020 2.5% (WATT)
Renaissance High Income Fund LL
Sentry Reit. Fund LL
Fidelity Monthly Income Fund (SCH)
TD Short Term Bond Fund (WATT)
Brookfield Property (new in Dec 2019)
Marketable Securities (Short Term Investments)

0
24,819.00
0
31,775.52
37,892.32
25,000.00
9,138.22
9,900.00
138,525.06

13,531.00
24,819.00
20,821.00
35,005.44
42,828.01
25,000.00
9,000.12
0
171,004.57

Accounts Receivable
Interest Receivable

689.00
446.72

425.68
320.11

Accounts Receivable

1,135.72

745.79

Inventory

6099.75

6132.59

Home Trust Co 17May2021 2.54%
Haventree Bank 17May2020 2.55%
ICICI Bank 14Sep2020 2.78%
CIBC Full Service Flexible GIC (new in Dec 2019)
Long Term Investments

20,000.00
25,000.00
14,000.00
17,400.00

Total Assets
LIABILITIES

20,000.00
25,000.00
14,000.00
0
76,400

59,000

282,052.27

265,634.12

2020 YEAR END
Accounts Payable

1,589.99

EI Payable
0
CPP Payable
0
Income Tax Payable
0
Government Remittance Payable
Back to Basics Funding
Unearned Revenue
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1,500.00
19.43
32.34
0.03

0.00

3,536.28
0
Deferred Income

2019 YEAR END

51.74
4,016.28
0

3,536.28

4,016.28

ACWW – Pennies for Friendship
1242.12
982.08
ACWW – Canada Area Project Donations
125.00
0
ACWW – WE Funds
0
375.00
Due To ACWW
1367.12
Hoodless Homestead Fund
Peace Garden Fund

95.63
25.00

39.08
0

Due to FWIC
FWIC Convention Fund-NEW PE
International Exchange Fund
FWIC Convention Fund(Pres)
Farm Safety Day Camp
Due to WINS Funds
Restricted – Scholarship
Restricted – WATT

1357.08

120.63
3,618.00
1,483.16
1,221.50
324.89

39.08
3,618.00
1,483.16
1,057.50
324.89

6,647.85

6,483.55

39,782.57
39,324.44
27,699.61
27,340.88
Trust Fund Liabilities
67,482.18
66,665.32

Total Liabilities

80,744.05

80,113.05

Members Equity

201,308.22

185,521.07

Total Liabilities and Equity

282,052.27

265,634.12

Note: 2019 Year End data stated in the above report is different than that published in
the 2019 Annual Report, as errors were identified during preparation of this report.
Corrections were made to match data covered in the 2018-2019 Financial Statements
prepared and filed by Langley Accounting.

WOMEN’S INSTITUTES OF NOVA SCOTIA
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR JUNE 1ST, 2020 - MAY 31ST, 2021
The Proposed Budget for the period of June 1, 2020 – May 31, 2021 is drafted at the
Spring Board of Directors Meeting (April 8, 2020). The Finance Committee uses year-todate statements and historical financial information at the meeting to estimate the
revenues and expenses. Every effort is made to ensure figures presented in the
proposed budget reflect realistic expectations.
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Revenue
Regional Director Fund
Provincial Operating Grant
Investment Interest (WINS)
Membership Dues
Sale of Supplies
Postage donations (Every Stamp Counts Challenge)
Fund Raiser – Raffle Tickets
Convention/AGM Fund
Office Operation Donations
Matured Investments for WINS
Total Revenue
Expenses
All Salaries, Deductions, & Group Insurance
Office Administration/Bookkeeping Services
Office Supplies
Postage - general office use
Accountants Expenses
Telephone/Internet
Insurance for organization
Committee Meetings
Board Meetings
Public Relations Expense/Recruitment Team
Other Meetings (Includes District Meetings)
President’s Expense
Printing and Postage of Home and Country
Home and Country Editor’s expense
Supplies Purchased for Resale
Affiliations
Legal Expense
Gifts and Prizes
Rent Expense
Provincial Convention/Annual General Meeting
Bank Expenses
Digital & Website
Scholarship Expense
WATT Fund Expense
Total Expenses
Surplus (Deficit)
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Proposed Budget
2020-21
780.00
0.00
3,500.00
14,140.00
325.00
100.00
0.00
1,000.00
100.00
13,531.00
33,476.00

Actual Year to date
May 31, 2020
660.00
14,187.00
1,478.02
14,158.50
357.43
123.63
0.00
3,580.75
5,173.00
13,531.00
53,249.33

Proposed Budget
2020-21
0.00
12,696.00
500.00
150.00
1,900.00
1,200.00
1,350.00
100.00
2,000.00
500.00
250.00
500.00
1,500.00
100.00
0.00
2,750.00
0.00
100.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
75.00
500.00
700.00
300.00
29,171.00
4,305.00

Actual Year to date
May 31, 2020
3,625.71
3,719.06
311.72
20.08
1,725.00
1,654.88
1289.00
0.00
1,059.67
0.00
0.00
500.00
1,390.87
0.00
220.77
2,202.87
0.00
40.00
1,907.27
3,698.76
79.00
405.75
700.00
300.00
23,850.41
29,398.92

Notes

Please send the office your evaluation forms.
Thank you for attending the 2020 Annual General Meeting
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