October-December 2020

“
Mission Statement: The Women’s Institutes
of Nova Scotia continue to provide opportunities to enhance the quality of life, through education and personal development, allowing us to meet the changing needs of our local and
global communities.
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Upcoming Events

WINS Board Meeting
Nov 4th, 2020
FWIC- Canada WI
National Convention
St. John’s, Nfld
June 2021
ACWW Canada Area
Conference
June 2021

Hard to believe this is the last issue for 2020 and it
certainly has been a year of firsts. Looking at the
positive we have come to understand how important
getting together with our WI family is to each of us.
As we enter 2021 we need to find ways to keep WI
alive and to meet whether it is via computers or tablets or the telephone. Let us know how you are doing.
If there is information in this issue that is incorrect,
please let us know and we will correct it in the next
issue.
Thank you again for all you to do for Home and
Country.
Stay safe!
Stay positive!
Sincerely,
Lynn MacLean, Editor
jennielynnmaclean@gmail.com

ACWW World Conference
Kuala Lampur
May 2022

Vision Statement
“Learning, sharing, and improving
the quality of life for all”

Submissions
Please note the deadlines for
submitting articles and photographs to the 2020 Home &
Country are:
Jan 5, April 5, Aug. 5, Oct. 5.
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From the
President ‘s Desk
This year has brought many challenges to us as an organisation and each of us as individuals.
As usual, we have stayed connected, although that has been in many different ways, but keeping in touch and supporting each other has helped us through the weeks and months.
Fall has arrived with all its splendor, the colours are beautiful and vibrant, and I hope everyone
has a chance to enjoy their land and local parks during this season. Our Thanksgiving will
probably be a little different this year, but I believe we all are thankful that we live in our Province of Nova Scotia.
The Board are meeting by ZOOM and continuing to work on your behalf. Our last meeting took
place on October 14th, 2020 and your Regional Director will bring you any updates and decisions that were made.
As we approach the end of this year, I would like to wish all of you good health and stay safe.

May the Yuletide Season be filled with Joy, here’s to the New Year bringing happy beginnings.

Respectfully Submitted,
Eleanor Lilley

WINS Provincial Office Hours
WINS Provincial Office remains closed but
emails and phone calls are being answered on Thursdays.
Office will be closed from
December 23-January 06, 2021
Merry Christmas
&
Happy New Year
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Report of Annual General Meeting of Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia
September 29th, 2020 via ZOOM

Thank you to our office administrator, Christine MacKenzie, for the practice ZOOM sessions that
many of you participated in.
The meeting was opened at 1pm and there were 60 members in attendance at this “History”
making AGM. (Pictured above and on the next page are screen shots of the members who attended the Zoom meeting.)
Opening ceremonies consisted of O Canada, sung by Judy Parks; Mary Stewart Collect and
Flag Salute recited by Judy Benjamin.
Joan Holthe, President of FWIC, joined the meeting and brought greetings to the members.
Greetings were also read from Linda Hoy, ACWW Canada Area President.

After introduction of the Board, recognition of eight Past Presidents took place.
Ellen Simpson read an In Memoriam poem, “A Life Well Spent”, to honor our members who had
passed.
Parliamentarian was Dr. Ellen McLean, and the scrutineers were Ruth Blenkhorn and Margie
Taylor. Voting strength was taken.
The minutes of AGM 2019 were moved as corrected. The Financial Report for 2019-2020 and
the Budget for 2020-2021 were presented and approved. Committee reports were moved by the
chairs and seconded as a block.
Due to COVID-19 a motion to hold meetings by virtual technology during unforeseen circum-
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WINS AGM Cont’d
stances was presented and carried. The Resolution on reduction of membership fees for new
members was amended to first year free membership then return to regular membership fee was
carried. This will take effect in the 2021-2022 year.
Lynn MacLean, Provincial Representative on the FWIC Board gave her report on the activities of
FWIC and shared information on upcoming ACWW events.
Reach for the Stars award winners were announced. This year there were three Branches recognized, Kempt WI, MacPhersons Mills WI, and North River WI. Congratulations!
An invitation to the Provincial Convention was given, to take place at the Holiday Inn, Truro on August 4th & 5th 2021.
There are no changes to the Board members, therefore no installation was needed.
This brought to a close the first virtual AGM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Eleanor Lilley, President W.I.N.S
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Dropping in on the Central Region Branches

NORTH RIVER met in September, beginning with roll call about how each
member coped since the pandemic
started. For program, member Jessie
Dykes gave a presentation on her
COVID craft of making a collage for
each of her grandchildren – a lovely
tribute to her family.

Reach for the Stars
Membership Challenge
List of new members
for 2020-2021
One Star
Kempt —Doris Atkins

Weston WI - Rahel Best
West Pugwash—Pauline Jamieson
Two Stars
Reach for the Stars

Cambridge— Ella Henshaw, Trina Keith
Four Stars

Membership
Winners for 2019-2020

MacPhersons Mills—Sheri Campbell,
Donna MacGregor, Velda Reid,

Kempt WI

Kim White

Barbara Cantlay,
Esther S. Stamm
MacPherson’s Mills
Amanda MacKenzie, Kathy Olsen
North River
Jessie Dyke, Winnie Forbes

Please remember, in order to be listed
and recorded in the Membership Challenge, new members’ names must be
submitted to the Office with their membership dues. If you require a New Member
Form, please contact the Office or go to
the WINS website. Errors or omissions
should be reported to the Office as well.
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Dropping in on the Eastern Area Branches

MacPherson’s Mills leads the
“Reach for the Stars Challenge
with four new members.
One of the ways the Branch welcomes new members is to provide them with a WINS pin. Pictures left is Branch president,
Bonnie Klein presenting the
WINS pin to new member, Sherri
Campbell, at their October meeting.
Great to see the Branch is also
following the COVID precautions
and are wearing their masks.
Now that fall has definitely arrived and some
COVID restrictions have been loosened up,
W.I. branches have been getting back to
meeting and planning for the coming year.
BRIDGEVILLE met in September with eight
members attending. Each member told how
Covid-19 has been affecting them and their
families. The program consisted of members
describing their favorite W.I. memory which
sparked a lively discussion among the group.
GARDEN OF EDEN reports that they had a
meeting in September with three members
present and began their year with their annual
Terry Fox Fundraiser. LYON’S BROOK met
in September with seven members present
and Roll Call was sharing a goal for the coming year. This was their first in-person meeting since March and they developed the program for the year which revolves around making connections with health, agriculture, cultures, and the larger world. One of their projects was making masks since April, supplying
540 masks to their community free of charge.
Donations towards this project exceeded

$1500.00 from this very generous community.
MACPHERSON’S MILLS met in September
with ten members attending. For Role Call
they shared an activity they had engaged in
over the summer. The branch reported a new
member, Welcome Donna MacGregor to the
W.I. family! For their program, Bonnie Klein, a
member, demonstrated how to cut out and
sew a nonmedical mask. For their projects
they planned a Lunch and Learn for seniors in
October. SPANISH BAY met in August with
five members attending. This meeting was
held outside on the deck. They reported that
two members had resigned. For Roll Call
draws were made from donated gift cards and
were much appreciated by the winners. The
program consisted of a demonstration on how
to make Cancer hats. The Family Resource
Project consisted of Baby and Children’s
items being donated, receiving blankets, bibs,
towels, burp cloths etc. and were much appreciated by the Center. The Homemakers project consists of making Bowl cozies, pillowcases, lap quilts, adult bibs for our seniors and
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Dropping in on the Eastern Area Branches

The Sherbrooke Women’s Institute members have had a great
time knitting 80 plus “Toe Covers” for people in foot casts. Previously, they knitted and donated
26 covers. These will all be donated to the “QEll Infirmary” in
Halifax which will bring great
comfort to patients as the days
get colder. Shown in the photo
are two of their top knitters, Pictures left (l-r) are Donna Golden
and Rose Laing. Great Work!

will be completed and given in November.
Knitted pneumonia vests for third world babies are an ongoing project by members. A
grant was obtained to provide Cancer hats
for the cancer patients. Members cut out the
hats and made kits up, consisting of ten cut
out hats, a sewing machine needle (for
stretchy material) and instructions for putting
the hats together. These were parceled out
to members and nonmembers alike. 300
were delivered to the cancer center and the
remainder are in various stages of completion. Members also made meals for a member who had undergone surgery and they
were greatly appreciated. The September
meeting was held outside on the deck with
seven members present. The program consisted of Brenda demonstrating how to pin
the pillowcases together for members interested in doing this at home. This would eliminate this step at workdays. At this meeting
it was decided to have biweekly workdays in

order to complete commitments to their projects. A number of twiddle mitts were turned
in. These are also for the Homemakers project. Phone calls in lieu of Seniors visits
were thought a better idea during COVID.
Gently used Children’s clothing were washed
and dropped off to the Family Resource center by Laurie. Discussion on future projects
was discussed. An application for a grant
from the C.B. Community Health Board will
be submitted. The Adopt a Family project
this year will consist of a monetary donation
to Every Women’s Center.
HAPPY FALL EVERYONE!
CONTINUE TO STAY HOME AND STAY
SAFE!
IT’S WORKING FOR NOVA SCOTIA!
Submitted by Gerry MacAulay
Spanish Bay Branch, W.I.N.S.
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Dropping in on the Southern and Western Area Branches
SOUTHERN AREA: ARCADIA held an outdoor meeting in September on the deck of the home
of Sharman Fells, where they focused on dealing with the pandemic. They are working on a vital
project to support their local SHYFT house for homeless youth. For next month, each member
will bring a favourite recipe for roll call. SABLE RIVER & AREA also met in September, using
ZOOM to attend a program on COVID-19 led by Marg Dawe. The program was done through the
Red Cross and covered Personal Protection Equipment and hand washing, all ways we can keep
safe. Members also went to Marg’s house to attend the AGM via ZOOM, and then enjoyed a dinner and social time after the meeting. The Branch also intends to take part in the Grand Opening
of the Foot Bridge. As their community hall is not open due to COVID-19, members will be meeting in each other’s homes to move forward. “Health Matters” is on hold, but a flu clinic is to be
held at Marg’s house on October 22nd. The “What for Dinner” workshop is postponed until the hall
is re-opened. Debbie McGill took a number of items to the IWK and items went to the Food Bank
as well.

WESTERN AREA: LAKEVILLE held an
outdoor meeting during September,
where they discussed activities of the past
few months, including a plant sale in May,
provision of a bursary to Cameron Newcombe of Cambridge, and donation of a
stove to the local hall. As a project, they
are now working on a booklet as a
memory for their members – COVID-19
STAY THE BLAZES HOME – where each
member is writing about what they did as
they coped with the isolation, including
poems, recipes and stories.
During COVID-19, the knitters in the
Branch knitted finger puppets. Each of
the Quality Street Candy cans pictured
right hold 100 finger puppets ! Great work!

Lakeville Members present in the picture above
include (l-r) Diane Devries, Yvonne Laker, Margaret Hall, Marilyn Kenny, Joyce Morton, Hettie
Bosveld, Joann Sweet, Joyce Kenny, Carolina
Tucker, Adeline Blatt. Four members are missing
from the photo as they were unable to attend the
meeting due to health reasons. Great to see them
following the COVID regulations.
Pictured left is a sample of the knitted goods that
were made for the hospital. The members made
130 small stuffed toys, 158 baby hats, 12 baby afghans, 11 car seat covers, 42 toe socks, and 2800
finger puppets. Wow!
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Dropping in on the Western Area Branches
PORT WILLIAMS: Liz Johnson and her daughter, Debbie Graves, members of Port Williams
WI, learned a new craft during the time of staying home. Liz read about the barn quilts in Saltscapes and thought it would be something she and her daughter could do together.
A great example of the FWIC Project, Hearth is Where the Home Is, Liz and Debbie had fun
learning about and making the Barn Quilts. Ten barn quilts were created and were displayed on
various buildings. Visitors to the family farm commented positively on the beautiful additions to
the farm buildings. Below are pictures of three of the barn quilts they made.

Dear Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia,
Thank you for selecting me as the recipient of the Women’s
Institutes of Nova Scotia Family Scholarship. This award will
be a big help as I pursue my degree in Animal Science at
Dalhousie University Agricultural College in Truro, Nova Scotia.
I recently graduated from New Germany Rural High School
with a 98.8% average. I have been a member of the Livewires 4-H Club for nine years, which is where I discovered my
passion for working with animals.
Thank you again for all your support, and for all of the great
things you do in our communities; and thank you for helping
me achieve my dreams!
Laura Isaacs
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News from our National Affiliation
FWIC-WI Canada
FWIC AGM: The Federated Women’s Institutes of Canada held their Annual General Meeting on
September 17, 2020 with delegates from each province in attendance. President Joan Holthe
chaired the meeting and offered a warm welcome to everyone. Dr. Ellen McLean, past FWIC
President, recited the Mary Stewart Collect and Linda Hoy, immediate past FWIC president, delivered the In Memouriam for members that have passed away. Reports were distributed prior to the
meeting and updates were given by the Committee Chairs and the Provincial Presidents.
ACWW Canada President, Linda Hoy, updated the members on ACWW. She encouraged the
members to hold a Women Walk the World event. Plans are continuing for the FWIC National
Convention in NFLD in June 2021. There are a number of competitions at the National Convention. Details on the competitions were printed in the last issue of the Home & Country. More information on the Convention will be available in January 2021.
Hearth is Where the Home Is: This project is a way to connect members from coast to coast as
members share their stories, recipes, preserving tips, patterns (crafts, sewing, knitting, or quilting),
gardening tips, or branch activities. Why not submit a story to FWIC? Contact Lynn MacLean, if
interested.
Like every organization, FWIC must do fundraising to operate and maintain
the Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Homestead and to offer programming. Two
current programs are:
Lottery tickets: FWIC is currently selling lottery tickets as a fundraiser.
Tickets are $5.00 each but must be purchased in Ontario. If you have family or friends living in Ontario, they can buy the tickets for you. The winning
number will receive $5000 and will be drawn on December 12, 2020.
WI Canada Premium Package Program. Cost is $20 and the package has a $45 value and includes a WI Canada pin, WI Canada pen, Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Booklet and post card, FWIC
purse holder and a virtual Tarot card reading. The Premium package can be purchased through
the FWIC store.
FWIC now has a Pen Pal Coordinator!
Judy Parks is the new coordinator of the Pen Pal requests that FWIC receives.
Currently she has two sets from the UK looking to correspondence with Canadians.
" Susan from Devon England. Wishes to correspond with a couple of Canadian ladies for virtually exploring Canada and finding new friendships. Sue is trained as a paediatric nurse and has celebrated 20 years of marriage, has no children but loves others. Susan’s interests include crafts,
reading, owning an English cocker spaniel, family history, and singing in choirs. "
" Theresa, also from England is 57 and is a retired paediatric oncology nurse and has two grown
children, 22 and 24. Theresa enjoys holidays, walking, especially on beaches, crochet, cross stitch
and reading."
For more information contact Judy at parksjudy669@gmail.com
For more information on FWIC check out the website: www.fwic.ca or the Facebook page.
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Associated Country Women of
the World (ACWW)

WINS Board of Directors
President: Eleanor Lilley, 902 485 9284
edenlake@eastlink.ca
President-elect: Jacqueline Melvin,
902 670-2592
jmelvin@xcountry.tv
Annapolis/Digby: Ellen Simpson,
902 825 6429
e.simpson@ns.sympatico.ca
Cape Breton: Yvonne Kennedy,
902 737 5131
yvonne.kennedy1947@gmail.com
Cumberland-Colchester: Judy Benjamin,
902 243 3629
judyhealingtouch@yahoo.com
Hants: vacant
Kings : Ruth Blenkhorn
ruth@blenkhorn.ca
902 542 7141
Lunenburg/Queens/Shelburne/Yarmouth:
Sharon Crooker-Lewis,
902 682 2284
d.crooker@hotmail.ca
Pictou/Guysborough: Margie Taylor,
902 759 6011.
Xavier_mom@hotmail.com

Canada Area ACWW Conference:
The
ACWW Canada Area Conference will be held
following the FWIC National Convention in
June 2021 in St. John’s, Newfoundland and
Labrador. The dates are June 19-21.

Pennies for Friendship and Project Work:
Even though your branches may not be meeting, please consider making your regular donation to ACWW. They need the funds more
than ever.
The CountryWoman: Because of COVID-19,
The CountryWoman, the newsletter for
ACWW, is currently available on the ACWW
website. This is a wonderful opportunity to
check out what is in the newsletter as this is
normally only available to those who have an
individual membership.

For
more
info:
www.acww.org.uk

check

out:

https://

FWIC Representative for Nova Scotia:
Lynn MacLean 902 485 8358
jennielynnmaclean@gmail.com
ACWW Area President for Canada
Linda Hoy,
77 Route 105, Cookshire-Eaton,
QC, J0B 1M0
FWIC President
Joan Holthe, Alberta
threerivers@abnorth.com
ACWW World President
Magdie de Kock—South Africa
WINS Office: Suite 208-90 Research Drive,
Bible Hill, NS, B6L 2R2
Phone: 843-9467 Fax: 843-1030

In Memoriam
Sylvia Cherry
Chelsea WI
Edie Ferguson
Homeville WI
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