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October-December 2018 

Mission Statement:  
The Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia continue to provide opportunities to enhance 
the quality of life, through education and personal development, allowing us to meet 
the changing needs of our local and global communities.  

2018 Erland Lee Award Recipient—See page 8 for details 
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Vision Statement 

“Learning, sharing, and improv-
ing the quality of life for all” 

Upcoming Events 
 

Resolutions Due: 

January 31, 2019 

 

WINS Week 

February 17-23, 2019  

 

WINS Board Meeting 
March 4th & 5th, 2019 

 
Erland Lee Award 

Nominations 
 

Scholarship Application 
Deadline 

March. 29, 2019 
 

ACWW World Conference 
April 4-11, 2019 
Melbourne, Au  

 
ACWW Day 

April 29 

            
“Editor’s Chat” 

Dear W.I. Members, 

Happy Fall!  

On the front cover is this year’s recipient of the Erland Lee 

Award, Keith de Vries, with Lakeville President, Marilyn Kenny 

and Kings West District Direct, Judy Parks.  

New in this issue: you will find the first of the District Directors 

Profiles. In future issues, we will share the profiles of more Dis-

trict Directors. We hope you find it helpful to get to know these 

dedicated women.  

Corrections: in the last issue’s, Memoriam Section, Sue Weare 

should have been listed as a former member of Kempt, not North 

Brookfield. Also, in the Convention Report, Jacqueline Melvin’s 

area was listed incorrectly. She is the Director for Kings East. We 

apologize for these errors. 

We hope you enjoy this issue and please let us know if we have 
incorrectly stated some information. 

 

Thank you! 

Sincerely, 

Lynn MacLean, Editor 

Newsletter Submissions 

Please note the deadlines for  

submitting articles and photographs 
to the 2018 Home & Country are: 

Jan 5, April 5, Aug. 5, Oct. 5. 

Christmas Hours for the WINS Office: 

The WINS Provincial Office will close at 4pm on December 

20, 2018  and reopen at 8am on January 7, 2019. Any 

communications sent during this time will be addressed up-

on the office reopening in 2019.  

Upcoming Events 
 

Resolutions Due: 

January 31, 2019 
 

WINS Week 

February 17-23, 2019  
 

WINS Board Meeting 
March 4 & 5, 2019 

 

Erland Lee Award 
Nominations Deadline 

March 3, 2019 
 

Scholarship Application 
Deadline 

March 29, 2019 
 

ACWW World Conference 
April 4-11, 2019 
Melbourne, Au  

 

ACWW Day 
April 29 
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Note from W.I.N.S. Provincial President 

Dear WI Members,            
 
The air is crisp and temperatures cooler, a welcome change from our hot, dry summer. Fall is 
the time of year for nature’s readiness to spring anew, just as we come together again to serve 
our communities and province. 
 
At Provincial Conference in Truro, August 1

st
-2

nd
, your new Board members were installed, and 

I would like to recognize those Directors who have completed their three-year terms. Liz John-
son, Kings East; Cheryl Durham, Cape Breton; and Gerry Lowe, Hants Central. Thank you la-
dies, for your work with your Districts and W.I.N.S. 
 
A warm welcome to our new District Directors, Jaqueline Melvin, President-Elect and Kings 
East; Yvonne Kennedy, Cape Breton; Marjorie Knowles, Hants West; and Margie Taylor, Pic-
tou. 
 
Our members attending Convention gave us, “your Board”, confidence in knowing that your 
support and enthusiasm for W.I.N.S. will strengthen us as we move forward to sustain our won-
derful organisation! 
 
The Board met on Oct 1

st
-2

nd
 in Truro and your District Director will have lots to share with you 

at the Fall Rallies. Decisions were made during the Committee meetings that, with your sup-
port, will give W.I.N.S. much needed exposure in the Province. 
 
With appreciation for all you do and for your year-round spirit of giving may I wish you, “A Sea-
son of Joy, A Season of Cheer but most of all a Wonderful Year!” 
  
Yours in W.I.N.S., 

 Eleanor Lilley  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Provincial Board of WINS met in Truro on October 1
st 

& 2
nd

. District Directors will 

have shared the results of their meeting at the Fall meetings. 
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Dropping In on Central & Eastern Area Branches 

Eastern Area 

Bridgeville made plans for a Terry Fox Run in 
September. Fox Brook made a sizeable dona-
tion of knitted goods (including hats for babies 
and older children). Two monetary donations 
were made to Food Grains Bank and the 
breakfast program at W.A. McLeod School. 
Garden of Eden spent some of their first meet-
ing in September catching up and held a Terry 
Fox fundraiser. With the help of members, and 
their friends and families, they raise a gener-
ous amount for this important fundraiser. 
Homeville learned about significant dates in 
Nova Scotia’s history. Roll call had members 
sharing a significant date for themselves. In 
September, they had an informative program 
on the importance of the earth’s oceans, in-
cluding how sea glass forms and the legend of 
the sea dollar. Roll call found everyone receiv-
ing a Nova Scotian keychain with some ocean 
facts. Donations were made for back to school 
supplies to “Every Woman’s Centre” in Sydney 

and “Town House” in Glace Bay. Lyon’s 
Brook held a successful plant sale in May and 
in September heard from Heather DeVouge on 
“Decluttering.” Spanish Bay reviewed their 
projects, including tabby blankets, scarves, 
pneumonia vests and hats to the Bethel 
Church, and ongoing visits to hospital patients 
and seniors. They prepared to submit a funding 
request for “Back to Basics”. They learned 
about dangers of tick bites and heard the sug-
gestion that beeswax food wrap could be an 
alternative to plastic wrap. In July, Springville 
Island enjoyed a summary presentation from 
Ellen McLean about the FWIC Convention in 
Winnipeg.  

 

Central Area 

Belnan started their roll call with mem-
bers sharing their summer activities. The 
Branch also made up their program 
booklets for the year.  

Above and left: Bridgeville WI recently 

enjoyed a presentation from  the Civil 

Air Search and Rescue Association. 

They spoke about what Civil Air do to 

perform an air search in collaboration 

with the Canadian Forces and Ground 

Search units. Pictured left: Bridgeville 

members and Search and Rescue: 

Cheryl MacIntosh, Edie Green, Jim 

Sutherland, Kathy Gourd, Gloria Fra-

ser, Paul Robinson, and Evelyn Mac-

Lean. In the above picture Kate Baltais 

joins the group for a photo. 
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Dropping In on Southern and Western Area Branches  

   Southern Area 

North Brookfield donated to the 4 Leaf Clover Club 
and provided preemie hats and finger puppets to the 
IWK. They made plans for their annual turkey supper 
in October. Roll call for August was ‘What makes you 
grumpy?’ and September’s roll call was ‘What was 
your grandmother’s name?’. Parkdale Maplewood 
had a program on making greeting cards presented 
by Merna Cox. Each member made a card to take 
home and an auction was held within the group as a 
fundraiser. Two community members who were re-
covering from illness were visited with treats. The 
Branch will be laying a wreath at the Remembrance 
Day ceremony. 

Top Right: Happy 106th Birthday to Margaret 

Walsh, a long time member of South Berwick WI.  

Above: Helping Margaret celebrate are front row L-

R: Eleanor Ernst, Margaret, Mary Walsh and in the 

back row June Sceerey, and Joanne Hill. 

Right: South Berwick WI President Sandra Milbradt 

with guest speaker Terry Drahos. Terry spoke on 

the Uncommon Common Art at their September 

meeting. Members found it very interesting.  
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Dropping In on Western Area Branches 

Cambridge answered roll call by mem-

bers as teachers asking the questions and 

members as students responded with fun-

ny but truthful answers.  The group wel-

comed Crystal MacCormick, who is the 

representative of the Pleasant Valley Cou-

rier Service which is owned and operated 

by an Annapolis Valley business. Del-

haven & District enjoyed an evening of 

poetry by summer resident, Beverley 

Shaw Johnson.  The poems focused on 

“The Crow's Next Chronicles”.   In Sep-

tember, Grand Pre enjoyed a report from 

Maggie Keppie and Pat Levy about Con-

vention, as well as planned the year’s 

meetings and programs. In October, they 

enjoyed a presentation from member Mar-

garet Horsnell about her recent trip to Lon-

don – her excitement and love for the Roy-

alty was clear. The Branch also collected 

for their bakeless bake sale. Lakeville 

hosted the September meeting when Keith 

de Vries was presented with the Erland 

Lee Award for his devotion in the commu-

nity.  Adeline Blatt told about the life of Er-

land Lee and West Kings District Director, 

Judy Parks, presented the award to Mr. de 

Vries. Port Williams recently donated 

blankets to Orchard Court in Kentville. 

Spa Springs was pleased to learn about 

the 2018 Provincial WI Convention from 

Myra Tarkka through a very informative 

presentation.  The group is busy preparing 

for a very busy fall and have given two 

bursaries to high school graduates.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ellen MacGillivary Simpson 

Above: Myrtle Merrett and Marie Griffin display 

one of the blankets which  were made by the Port 

Williams Branch.  

Below: Myrtle Merrett presents the eleven blan-

kets to Scott Anderson, Regional Recreation Coor-

dinator for Orchard Court, Kentville.   
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Erland Lee Award of Appreciation 

The prestigious Erland Lee Award of Appreciation is presented by the Federated 
Women's Institutes of Canada (FWIC) to a man who most exemplifies those qualities of Erland 
Lee, which led to the founding of the Women’s Institute.  Below is the nomination submitted by 
Lakeville WI for Keith de Vries. 

 

“Lakeville Women’s Institute would like to nominate Keith de Vries for the Erland Lee 
Award. 

As a community citizen, Keith has always had an interest in the Community Hall and its 
activities. When his sons Daniel and Jeffery were Scout Leaders in the 1990’s, Keith always 
supported all their activities as well as the Red Cross Swimming Program which the Institute 
sponsored in the 1970’s and 80’s. He helped set up, worked at and took down a concession 
stand booth on Silver Lake for two skating parties which the WI sponsored in the 1990’s. 

Since his wife, Diane, joined WI in 2011, his interest in the “Hall” has increased with 
more spare time in retirement. Over the years, along with Roger Blatt who received the award 
in 2007, he has kept a watchful eye on the furnace or water pump, replaced burnt out light 
bulbs, fixed and glued wooden chairs and sanded the tops of ten tables which were part of the 
original furniture in the two room school which the Lakeville WI own as their hall. He has done 
several plumbing jobs, built a roof over the oil tank and got an estimate for a steel roof which 
was installed on the Community Hall in the fall of 2014. Since we have closed the Hall for the 
Winter (partly on his advice) he has contacted the Department of Highways to keep the drive-
way open from snow when they are in the area. 

For twenty-five years the Branch has held a Soup Luncheon in November and a Bean, 
Ham, Potato Scallop Supper in March. When the ladies are ready to set up for these or other 
functions, Keith has often assisted with the tables. He also enjoys the menus so usually at-
tends and often helps with dish washing.  
      Each May, the Branch has had a Plant Sale for twenty-five years at the Hall. He has assist-
ed Roger on many occasions in putting down plastic on the floor and removing it after the sale.  

Keith has been a hog farmer and worked with Sumners Plumbing, Coldbrook for twenty-
five years. He has been an active member of his church, enjoys woodworking and gardening. 
He has been the groundskeeper for the Lakeview Cemetery for several years. This includes 
mowing and whipper snipping around the monuments. All in all, he is a Jack of All Trades, and 
loves to be busy.  
We, the members of the Lakeville Women’s Institute feel Keith de Vries is a worthy candidate 
for the Erland Lee Award.” 

Julia Llewellyn (front), former District Di-

rector for Kings West and member of 

Lakeville WI with (L-R) Dr. Roger Blatt, 

Keith de Vries who was the recipient of 

the Erland Lee Award of Appreciation 

for 2018, and Monty Hall. The award 

was presented at the September meet-

ing of  Lakeville WI. Keith was complete-

ly surprised with the award. 
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WINS District Director Profile 

Sharon Crooker 

Sharon has been a member for 46 years, joining 

first in Cumberland County in 1972 and then mov-

ing to Queens County in 1981. She joined WI be-

cause of the enthusiasm and involvement of her 

mother-in-law in all things WI. Sharon likes the pro-

grams, outings, learnings, crafts, suppers with too 

many workers and those with too few, and laughter. 

Her favorite memory is attending her first WI Con-

vention in Truro. She believes to attract new mem-

bers we need to find out what might interest young-

er people and then invite them to attend. Her hope 

is that WI will continue to be a viable organization 

for many years to come.   

 

Reach for the Stars  Membership Challenge 

List of new members  

for 2018-2019! 

 

One Star 

New Tusket—Edwina Ford 

Sherbrooke-Linda MacIntosh 

Spa Springs– Bonnie Martin 

West Pugwash– Wilma Langille 

Two Stars 

Lyon’s Brook—Lynn Langille,  Donna MacDonald 

Four Stars 

Port Williams-Kathy Browne, Aileen Corieder Glenda Braham, Ruth Taylor 

Please remember, in order to be listed and recorded in the Membership Challenge,  

new members’ names must be submitted to the Office with their membership dues. 

If you require a New Member Form, please contact the Office or go to the WINS  

website. Errors or omissions should be reported to the Office as well. 
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Federated Women’s Institutes of Canada 21
st

. National Convention was held July 12- 15th, 

2018 at the Fort Garry Hotel, Winnipeg, Manitoba.  

The following report was compiled by FWIC Executive Officer, Coni Murray. This is Part 2.   

“Inspiring Reflections” was led by Peggy Bradshaw and Rose Kieper and featured quotes from 
many prominent women over the past 100 years. 
On the last day, there was a panel on “Young People Who Have Made Change”. Three young 
women, all in their teens, gave moving talks on what they are doing to make change. All three 
mentioned how honoured they were to be in the room with such inspiring women. It was the WI 
ladies who were inspired. Loizza Aquino is an 18-year-old Filipino who lost her best friend to sui-
cide when she was 13, followed by four others within a month. She felt she had to do something 
as suicide is preventable and talking is the first step. She is president and founder of “Peace of 
Mind 204” in Winnipeg. This is an opportunity to educate students, teachers, and administrators 
on the realities of mental health for youth. In the first year 100 people attended. The second year, 
with funding from the Manitoba Government, another session was held with over 700 in attend-
ance. She started a group when she went to the University of Toronto and has hopes the organi-
zation will continue to grow across Canada. Praise Oluwafemi was inspired by her older sister. 
She had been told “a girl of color from South Africa cannot do things”. She is a leader in Youth in 
Philanthropy at her high school and is trying to make Winnipeg a better place by working with non-
profit organizations. Her biggest partnership is with “Coats for Kids”, where she has collected and 
delivered hundreds of coats, scarves, hats and mittens since volunteering with them. Ayla Hamil-
ton’s organization was “Kids Helping Kids”. Along with her younger brother, Van, she began the 
program in 2011 with the objective to raise funds for administration and airfare to help reunite im-
migrant families. To date, they have raised over $65,000.00, and they have reunited 64 children 
with their families. Ayla has many concerns about today’s society, including bullying and suicide 
being connected to pressure from social media. Race, color, creed or sexual orientation should 
not be an object. In her closing, Alya provided two thought-provoking statements: “I am proud of 
my heritage of Cree and Ojibwa, I am woman, I am Canadian” and “The quickest way to double a 
problem is to turn your back on it.”  
The question was asked, “how can we encourage youth to become involved?” Loizza offered 
starting with your own children and build from there. Ayla suggested beginning mentorship pro-
grams and Praise believed charity starts at home, then move on to bigger things and work with 
youth groups to help them achieve their passion. 
 
Conveners moved the adoption of their reports as printed in the Triennial Report - carried. 2015 
Triennial Convention Minutes – motion to accept - carried. Move to ratify the actions of the Board 
2015-2018 – carried. 
Sheila Needham, ACWW Area Canada President gave a report. Category I, II, and III societies 
can now vote for Area President for Canada from Canada. It is important that your Society’s mem-
bership is current and that the correct email information for the person who will be voting is in Cen-
tral Office. Information on nominations for ACWW Committees, the Canada Area Newsletter, and 
ACWW World Conference are available online.  Conference information is also available in The 
CountryWoman. 
ACWW World President, Ruth Shanks shared information on the WE Fund. Women Empower-
ment is a new initiative aimed at increasing project funding in six priority areas. More information 
can be found on the website. Central Office is now called Madge Watt House. 
The final speaker was Bev Passey from United Way of Winnipeg. She challenged us to answer 
two questions: 1. I love my community because… 2. Because I love my community I will…. Bev 
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gave us several ideas for generating and levering resources. 
Convention report- Registrations -107 full, 10 companions, 9-day attendees. There were 12 
speakers.  
Pennies (Coins) for Friendship - $550.00 
Fundraiser Quilts – 1700 tickets were sold on the main quilt and the winner was Fran Holmes, 
who was in attendance. The Silent auction items raised $500.00. Winners were: Red Quilt – 
Elaine Thompson; Scrappy Quilt: Gisela Notling; Table Runner: Rayann Grey. Packets of material 
(excess from the quilts): $100.00 – Total raised $4000.00. 
Marie Kenny, Past FWIC President installed the incoming Board. Linda Hoy pinned the Presi-
dent’s Pin on Joan Holthe. Marie Kenny pinned Linda Hoy with 
the Past President’s Pin. Joan Holthe pinned Linda Hoy with 
FWIC Life Member Pin. Gifts were presented to Joan by Col-
leen Hooper and to Linda Hoy and Wendy Hamilton by Joan 
Holthe. Joan presented Linda a gift from the 2015-18 Board. 
Manitoba Night showcased wonderful examples of the many 
cultures found in Manitoba. A lovely banquet with entertain-
ment closed the Convention. 

                                    
 
 

Right: WINS Provincial Representative for FWIC, Sheila 

Richards models the  new WI Canada T-shirts. They are 

$45 and come in various sizes.  

Bottom right: One of the entertainers during Manitoba was 

this girl dancing the Hoop Dance.  

Bottom left: Nova Scotia delegates to the FWIC Confer-

ence having some fun! L-R: Lynn MacLean, Eleanor Lilley, 

Ruth Blenkhorn, Sheila Richards, Coni Murray and in the 

front row, Ellen McLean.  
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Associated Country Women of the World (ACWW) 

ACWW Friendship Corner 

Here are the latest requests from ACWW Canadian Friendship Coordinator, Judy. If you are inter-

ested in connecting with any of the requests below, contact her at parksjudy669@gmail.com. Ju-

dy also shares that members can decide how best to communicate with their Friendship link. It 

can be via technology, regular mail or even by postcard. Why not consider making a link? 

1. "Christine" From New Zealand, North Island; Belongs to Milson WI; Married with one son;  

 Enjoys reading, baking, crafts; Volunteered her age -45; Has email. 

2. “Christine" from Gibson City, Illinois; Email or post; Belongs to Illinois Home and Community 

Education; 53 years a member; Former 4H leader; Hospital volunteer; LPN; Enjoys yoga and 

knitting. 

3. "Michelle” from Ashley, Indiana; Has email; Married 28 years; Substitute teacher and bus 

driver; Enjoys crafts, gardening, sightseeing, travel, Hummingbirds, and cultural activities.  

4. "Beryl" from Berkshire, England, west of London; Email or airmail; Belongs to Finchamstead 

WI; Wants older lady with grandchildren; Plays cards and board games. Enjoys nature, baking, 

and  family visits.   

       ************************ 

ACWW 29th Triennial World Conference:  Melbourne, Australia. April 4-11, 2019.  Standard 

registration is now open and closes December 31, 2018. More information is available in The 

Countrywoman or  https://www.acww.org.uk/conference.html.  

International Forum on Rural Women Survey: Have you completed the survey? This is im-

portant as it provides information on the living conditions of rural women around the world, and 

will help inform Non-Government Organizations, Governments, and Aide Organizations. It is open 

to all women living in rural areas and that includes all of the WI members, families and friends liv-

ing in Nova Scotia. It takes about 20 minutes. Ensure that your community is heard on the global 

stage. The survey can be found online at www.ifrw.org.uk.  

Left: At the Spring 

District meeting, 

members of Pictou 

District took a break 

from their meeting 

and held a walk in 

support of ACWW’s 

Women Walk the 

World.  Why not 

make plans to hold a 

walk in your commu-

nity in April 2019 in 

support of ACWW ? 
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Board of Directors 

President: Eleanor Lilley, 902 485 9284 

edenlake@eastlink.ca 

President-Elect: Jacqueline Melvin, 902 582 7419 

jmelvin@xcountry.tv 

Annapolis: Ellen Simpson, 902 825 6429 

e.simpson@ns.sympatico.ca 

Cape Breton: Yvonne Kennedy, 902 737 5131 

mlkenned@seaside.ns.ca 

Cumberland-Colchester:  Judy Benjamin,  

902 243 3629 judyhealingtouch@yahoo.com 

Digby: vacant 

Guysborough:  Sharon Reid, 902 522 2393 

sharon.reid777@gmail.com 

Hants Central: vacant 

Hants West: Marjorie Knowles, 902 790 0766 

Kings East: Jacqueline Melvin, 902 582 7419 

jmelvin@xcountry.tv 

Kings West:  Judith Parks,  902 538 8507 

judithanne@eastlink.ca 

Lunenburg:  Vacant 

Pictou: Margie Taylor, 902 759 6011 

Xavier_mom@hotmail.com 

Queens: Sharon Crooker, 902 682 2284 

d.crooker@hotmail.ca 

Shelburne-Yarmouth: Marg Dawe, 902 656 3276 

dawemargaret40@gmail.com 

Past-President: Sheila Richards, 902 895 7172 

sheila.richards.sr@gmail.com  

FWIC Director: Sheila Richards 

ACWW Area President for Canada 

Sheila Needham, 19 Cameron Rd.,  

Bolton Est, QC, J0E 1G0 450-292-5612 

FWIC President  

Joan Holthe, Alberta 

threerivers@abnorth.com 

ACWW World President   

Ruth Shanks Am—Australia 

Office Administrator: Lindsay Murray, Suite  207 

90 Research Drive, Bible Hill, NS, B6L 2R2  

Phone: 843-9467    Fax: 843-1030  

novascotiawi@eastlink.ca  

www.winovascotia.ca 

 The Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia 

Nova Scotia 4-H Senior Speaker Award 
Recipient—Award Sponsored by WINS 

 

To All at Women’s Institutes, 

Thank you so incredibly much for your 
generous donation of the Senior Speech 
Award. I am blown away by your support. 
This is also extra exciting because I did 
my speech on sexual harassment and 
find it a great coincidence that you were 
my sponsor. Girl power! 

I just completed my first year at Acadia 
University as a Sociology Major and Eng-
lish Minor. I am nineteen years old and 
have been in 4H for ten years. I’m from 
North Alton in the Annapolis Valley.  

Once again, thank you so much for your 
support. My cheque is going directly to my 
school account to help pay my tuition.  

Sincerely, 

Sydney Milne 

mailto:novascoitawi@

