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Spring 2017 

 

See why our Women’s Institute Branches and Districts are Gifts to 

our Communities pgs. 4-10 

Mission Statement: The Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia continue to provide op-
portunities to enhance the quality of life, through education and personal develop-
ment, allowing us to meet the changing needs of our local and global communities.  
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Upcoming Events 

 

Resolution Submissions due by 
February 28, 2017 

Scholarship Applications due by 
March 16, 2017 

 

WINS Board Meeting  

March 31 & April 1 , 2017 

 

ACWW Women Walk the World 

April 29, 2017 

 

ACWW  

Canada Area Conference 

Ontario 

June 23-25, 2017 

 

       

         “Editor’s Chat” 

Dear W.I. Members, 

 The Spring Issue of the Home & Country con-

tains many examples of how members are supporting their lo-

cal and global communities. Whether it is remembering the 

seniors in your communities, breakfast programs, knitted hats 

and mitts for students, donations to shelters, hospitals, fuel 

funds, as well support for Days for Girls and ACWW projects, 

you willing give your time and talents to help others. You,  our 

members, are indeed gifts to our communities in Nova Scotia 

and beyond. Thank you for all you do! 

As you are aware, starting with this issue the Home & Country 

will come to you either as a printed copy or by email. This will 

help reduce the costs of mailing them and will also allow it to 

become a larger newsletter. Wouldn’t it be great if every Branch 

would be reported in the “Dropping In on the Branches” or even 

better, submit a photo?  To help, please complete your Branch 

Monthly Reports as information is drawn from those reports for 

the “Dropping In on the Branches” section.  Please take pic-

tures at your meetings, events, teas, and other activities to 

send us to include too. As our children and grandchildren know,  

mobile phone cameras do a great job and the pictures can eas-

ily be emailed to the W.I. Office or to the editor.  

In the January issue of the Home & Country 1937, Leone 

Smith, Convenor of Legislation, sums up what we would wish 

for W.I.N.S. She wrote “During the year 1937 let us keep the 

success of our W.I.N.S. always before us and let us not forget 

that this success depends largely upon the efforts of each indi-

vidual member, as, what we derive personally from this fine or-

ganization depends upon what we, personally, put into it. Very 

seldom is any worth-while thing obtained without effort. Only 

through cooperation can we achieve any great results so let us 

put forth our best efforts to make this coming year the most 

successful on record.”  

Sincerely, 

Lynn MacLean 

Editor 

jennielynnmaclean@gmail.com 

From the Editor 

 

Please note the deadlines for sub-
mitting articles and photographs 
to the 2017 Home & Country  are: 

Jan 5, April 5, August 5,  

October 5 . 

If sending pictures by email, 
make sure they are high resolu-
tion 300dpi or  if from mobile 
phone choose “large”, if mailing 
them send a high gloss print. 
Thanks! 
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Public Relations Officer  

 

Are you comfortable using Social Media? Have ideas   

to promote W.I.N.S? If so, contact President Sheila at    

902 895 7172 to discuss the Public Relations Position. 

From the desk of the President’s Elect... 
 
Happy New Year to you all! 

The snow and cold came to us a little earlier than usual but I hope that everyone  

stayed safe and warm whilst enjoying the company of family and friends  

over the holidays.  

The Executive and full Board of Directors are continuing to work on your behalf with the next 

Provincial Board meeting taking place the last weekend of March. If there are any questions or 
suggestions you would like to have discussed, please share with your District Director to bring 
them to the table. 

As we work towards the end of the Department of Agriculture funding and as stipulated in the 
Memorandum of Understanding document, the 2017-2018 Work Plan was finalized and submit-
ted in January. 

The Think Tank Committee are reviewing the structure of our  organization and Board Govern-
ance. Our thanks to all the Committee members as it requires an enormous amount of work 
and time to research and prepare the recommendations. 

On a personal note, I attended my first ACWW World Conference this past August. Wow! I rec-
ommend it to you, too. Interested? You can attend the Canada Area Conference this June in 
Ontario, see the section on ACWW in this H&C for more details.  

The 2017 AGM will take place in August, in Cape Breton, and we hope to see many of our 

membership in attendance.  There will be lots of fun and many activities being planned for us. 

Have you held a Back to Basics workshop? We still have some funding available to help. There 
is one planned for January in Pictou County and Cape Breton District held three workshops this 
past year. 

Are you visible in your communities? Use your local media, radio, and Farmers’ Markets to pro-
mote Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia. Locally, why not create a Display Board to take to 
your events? Some Districts/Branches have also created their own Facebook page. Let us 
know your ideas. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each of you for your continued support and involve-
ment in your communities. I hope I can lean on that same commitment for our W.I.N.S. 

 

Your Friend, 

Eleanor Lilley 

President-Elect W.I.N.S.  
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Dropping In on the Central Area Branches 

Belnan met for a Christmas brunch and a 
secret pal gift exchange. Plants were deliv-
ered to two of their former WI members liv-
ing in the area. Members made their choice 
regarding the newsletter update. Roll call 
was member’s choice. The members of En-
field  met at a local restaurant where they 
enjoyed a gift exchange and an update of 
their current activities. A donation was made 
to their local food bank. One member attend-
ed and supported the ‘100 Women who 
Care’ gathering in Milford. A visit was made 
to a local seniors’ home to participate in car-
ol singing and where they also enjoyed a de-
licious turkey dinner. Francis Ferguson, one 
of Enfield’s former life members, celebrated 
her 93

rd
 birthday. In October, members from  

Gore began selling tickets on a log quilt as 
one of their fundraisers. Roll call was `what 
they were thankful. At their November meet-
ing, Tina Morgan from Gore-Jus Greenhous-
es talked about her business. Tina grows 
garlic, salad greens, herbs, and raises chick-
ens, turkeys, sheep, pigs and cattle. She 
talked about the importance of buying local 
and marketing ideas. A visit to her farm will 
happen in the summer. Roll call was poppy 
information. In Flanders Fields and thoughts 
of Remembrance Day were also shared. In 
December, a Christmas potluck and party  
were held. Santa attended the gift exchange 
and all had a very enjoyable evening. Nine 
Mile River Homemakers had a program 
about World War I in November with a multi-
ple choice questionnaire. A wreath was laid 
at their local cenotaph. Members began 
making up baskets of goodies and delivering 
them to the seniors’ home and held a sing-
song. For their Christmas outing, they went 
out to dinner and exchanged gifts. Roll call 
was “did you have a family member that 
served in the War?” In November, Three 
Cornered had a discussion on the pros and 
cons of having a Christmas tree in their 
homes. Handmade Christmas cards were 
made as a craft. In December, members met 
and had a relaxed evening of food, games, 
and gift exchange. Roll call was what are 
you looking forward to the most at Christ-
mas?   

Respectfully Submitted, Shelley Lake 

Above: Nine Mile River 
Homemakers members, Pa-
tricia Goodbrand and Gail 
MacAskill (a volunteer at the 
Food Bank), recently donat-
ed $500.00 to the Hants 
North Food Bank. Receiving 
the cheque is Kay Linguard, 
representative for the Hants 
North Food Bank and a 
member of  Gore WI.  Left: 
Ruby Demont, Gore W.I. act-
ed as Santa at the Branch’s 
potluck and party and party. 
There were no naughty la-
dies so everyone received a 
gift! Below: Gail MacAskill 
and Eileen Vanderkooi vol-
unteered  to sell poppies for 
the Legion. 
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Dropping In on the Eastern Area Branches 

Above left: Foxbrook WI donated many knitted hats and 

gloves to Dr. WA MacLeod Consolidated School. Above 

right: Members from Springville Island dress as Santa’s 

helpers. Left: Foxbrook WI donation to  Days for Girls.  

Below: Garden of Eden members with their Christmas 

trays for the community. L-R: Letitia Quail, Ann Munro, 

Theresa Fraser, Edna Fraser, Isabel Cholmondeley and 

Shirley Yerxa. Bottom Left: items Lyon’s Brook WI gath-

ered for Kids First Resource Centre. Bottom right: Mac-

Phersons Mills members with baskets for local seniors. 



6 

Dropping In on the Eastern and Southern Area Branches 

 

Above left: Recently, Homeville celebrated their 65th Anniversary. Shown is Charter member, Effie 
Ferguson, missing was the other Charter member, Eddie Philips.  

Above right: Myrna Crouse, President of North Brookfield presented Mary Frail with an appreciation 
plaque for all her work in planning, organizing and preparing all their floats in the Caledonia Exhibi-
tion Parade and in the Santa Claus Parade over many years. Behind them, are the trophies and 
ribbons the Branch has received thanks to the leadership of Mary!  

Below right is one of their floats which was for the Parade of Lights. Below left: Incoming Executive 
for Queen’s District: L-R: Carrie Waterman, Vice President, Myrna Crouse, President, and Sue 
Weare, Secretary-Treasurer. 
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Dropping In on the Eastern Area Branches 

Happy New Year! All the 
Branches have been very busy 
over the past couple of months 
with programs, projects and 
donations. Bridgeville held a 
program on home security and 
road safety presented by two 
RCMP officers. Cape Breton 
District has been very busy 
organizing and planning for 
AGM 2017 to be held in Syd-
ney in August and they hope to 
see many members at this 
FUN event!! At their Fall Rally, 
they collected items and gifts 
for Christmas distribution at 
Loaves n’ Fishes Food Bank. 
Caribou  held a program called 
“sharing times” in which mem-
bers shared information on 
their activities or events that 
they were involved in and dis-
cussed plans for 2017.The 
group had roll call where each 
member brought in a collectible 
or a piece of memorabilia and 
explained its importance. Fox 
Brook members welcomed a 
new member. Plans were 
made for their Christmas meet-
ing. Two resolutions were pre-
sented for consideration to be 
brought forward to the next An-
nual Meeting.  Garden of Eden 
members were busy in Decem-
ber with ‘special’ Christmas 
ideas and packed cookie treats 
for people who live alone. Roll 
call involved reading a verse or 
story with a Christmas theme. 
They continue to make finger 
puppets for a hospital. Home-
ville members had an interest-
ing program on Canada 150 
and a quiz on their knowledge 
of Canada. Roll call involved 
“what we liked best about Can-
ada”. In December, they 
brought in socks for men and 
women at local shelters and to 
provide food donations for the 

local food bank. Indian Har-
bour Lake Jordanville-Port 
Hilford Branches stayed very 
busy all year with projects mak-
ing quilts, heart pillows, finger 
puppets and pillow slips. They 
met with their ‘twin’ Branch, 
Garden of Eden for a luncheon. 
They made several donations 
to various worthwhile causes 
with the Lions Christmas Dad-
dies being one of the lucky re-
cipients. Lyon’s Brook held an 
interesting program on health 
and essential oils presented by 
Cindy of White Lotus and with 
seven guests in attendance.  
For Christmas, the members 
collected items for the trading 
cupboard at Kids First Re-
source Centre. MacPherson’s 
Mills  planned their annual tur-
key supper that was held at the 
Community hall in November. 
For roll call they shared a Re-
membrance Day tribute. In No-
vember, Pictou District mem-
bers partnered with Select No-
va Scotia and had a table at 
the New Glasgow Farmers 
Market. They promoted W.I. 
and local food products and 
had approximately 200 people 
visit their table. Point Edward 
held their annual Christmas 
Tea & Sale opened to the pub-
lic. They continue with quilt 
making, donations, and mainte-
nance of the hall. Port Bicker-
ton held their annual Seniors’ 
Christmas Dinner and present-
ed three scholarship donations 
to local graduates. They made 
donations to Tearman House, 
Cathy’s Place, Lions Club, High 
Crest Nursing Home and 
Breakfast programs at the 
school. They held an Activity 
Day for their members and par-
ticipated in a Walk-a-Thon for 
the local hospital. Sherbrooke 

held a ‘Bakeless Bake Sale, 
which was very successful and 
for program they had members 
read articles pertaining to Re-
membrance Day with two 
guests present. Spanish Bay  
members  continue with pro-
jects to help in their communi-
ties e.g. shawls for seniors, vis-
iting the elderly and Christmas 
cookies for seniors to name 
just a few. They donated cloth-
ing for “Under One Umbrella” 
which was an event in Sydney 
to help homeless or people ‘at 
risk’ of being homeless. They 
knitted pneumonia vests to be 
sent to Malawi. Members con-
tinue to volunteer at the Cape 
Breton Farmers Market to help 
with the markets’ fund raising 
efforts. Springville Island had 
a program presented by Paula 
Cassidy and Debbie White ti-
tled “Culture” with emphasis on  
“community”. Each member 
was given the chance to share 
their country of origin and any 
special celebrations. They con-
tinue to help Tearman House 
with personal care items for 
their clients. Monetary dona-
tions were made to Pictou 
County Fuel Fund and Pictou 
County Food Bank. A Christ-
mas program was presented 
with much fun and food to cele-
brate being with friends. What 
a great year for W.I.N.S. and 
“Special” thanks to ALL!! And 
please remember the August 
AGM 2017 in Cape Breton!! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cheryl Durham 
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Dropping In on the Southern Area Branches 

In November, Arcadia had an 
informative program on the 
topic of Food Waste.  It was 
learned sadly, that Canada de-
stroys more food in a year than 
Eastern Africa produc-
es.  Certainly, food for 
thought!  The roll call was to 
share one thing that was 
learned about Remembrance 
Day.  This group has been 
very busy with projects that 
involved two sewing evenings 
which produced products for 
“Days for Girls”.  For the first 
time, the Arcadia Branch held 
their own Remembrance Day 
ceremony at the cenotaph with 
the local Nursery School in at-
tendance. As well, the Little 
Free Library has arrived and 
plans are under way to have it 
installed before the year's 
end.   December was busy 
with the annual Christmas Pot 
Luck Dinner which has been 
held for nearly a hundred 
years. They also celebrated 
the birthday of their senior 
members.  The program for 
the evening was Christmas 
with some members reading 
inspirational thoughts.  Roll call 
was conducted by sharing a 

poem, story, or a legend about 
Christmas.  The SHYFT House 
in Yarmouth, which serves lo-
cal homeless youth, was the 
recipient of Christmas-print an-
kle socks filled with small gifts 
and toiletries. The members 
also brought some edible 
treats which were put in small 
boxes for the residents of the 
Senior Home where they meet. 
Parkdale/Maplewood  met in 
October and answered roll call 
with good ideas that one could 
do.  Michael Todd, co-
ordinator for the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation, gave an 
informative and interesting 
presentation on signs one 
should look for if a stroke is 
suspected, help available for 
stroke victims, and the im-
portance of exercise for the 
heart and our well being. The 
members packed 32 shoe box-
es for Samaritan's Purse.   A 
Christmas party was held in 
December and roll call was an-
swered with a Christmas 
fact.  Not only was the party 
fun, but educational as 
well.  Christmas facts were 
learned through quizzes and 
readings.  Gifts were ex-
changed and a donation was 
made to the New Germa-
ny Food Bank.  A fruit basket 
and a Christmas card was de-
livered to the shut-ins and the 
elderly in  the area.  In Novem-
ber, North Brookfield  an-
swered roll call with places or 
things they would like to go or 
do for the Christmas outing.  It 
was decided to treat them-
selves to an outing at 
the Bridgewater Hotel for a De-
cember lunch.  In October, the 
Branch welcomed a new mem-
ber Debbie Worden.  Welcome 
aboard, Debbie!  A successful 

Fall Rally was held with Kempt 
WI.  Programs being planned 
are providing Christmas  
Baskets for the shut-ins in the 
community as well as Mead-
owbrook Manor and participa-
tion in the Santa Claus Parade 
in Caledonia.  It was decided 
to make a donation to the 
Queens County Division of the 
Salvation Army to help the less 
fortunate at Christmas.  Plans 
are also being made for WI 
Week in February. The De-
cember roll call for Sable Riv-
er and Area  was answered by 
members and five guests. One 
of their programs is Health 
Matters which is held twice a 
month. The members were 
busy with their projects of quilt-
ing and the Community Christ-
mas Party which was a great 
success.  Eight quilts have 
been sent to the Brunswick 
Street Mission, Halifax. The 
Christmas meeting consisted 
of crafts in the morning, pot 
luck lunch at noon followed by 
a business meeting.  After a 
round of games and Christmas 
carols, who should arrive in a 
wheelchair, but Santa him-
self!  It was a delightful time, a 
great deal of laughter and a 
perfect way to end the year 
2016. Members and five 
guests of New  Tusket attend-
ed a Christmas Party 
and answered roll call with 
their favourite Christmas mov-
ie.  The Christmas Party in-
cluded a delicious pot luck 
supper with many selec-
tions.  Afterwards games were 
played, Christmas carols were 
sung, and gifts exchanged to 
add to the festive occasion.  A 
good evening was had by all. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Roberta Journeay 

Above: Beryl Berringer celebrated 

her 95th birthday and  is the oldest 

member of North Brookfield WI. 
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Dropping In on the Southern and Western Area Branches 

In Memoriam 

Imogen Barton — Acaciaville 

Irene Wotherspoon – Belnan 

Lil McCuish—Bridgeville 

Mary Irene Hirtle — Burlington & District 

Pauline Meek — Canning 

Barbara Jordan — Indian Harbour Lake –

Jordanville 

Jean Hennigar – Sheffield Mills 

Ruth Sanford — Weston  

Above left: members of North Brookfield 

Branch take a break during their summer 

outing.  

Above right: Myrtle Merrett (Port Williams) 

shared her life during the  war and that as a 

young girl she received a certificate for as-

sisting farmers in the war effort in the produc-

tion and conservation of  food.   

Right: Members of Lakeville Branch visited 

the Northville Heritage Museum. 

Our sympathies are extended to the 

families and friends of these dear, de-

parted members. In particular, we were 

saddened to hear of the death of past 

Board members, Pauline Meek and 

Imogene Barton.  

Pauline was President of the Women’s 

Institutes of Nova Scotia 1989-1991 

and FWIC Executive Officer 1991-

1996.  

Imogene served on the Provincial 

Board of Women’s Institutes of Nova 

Scotia as Convenor of Home Econom-

ics  1992-1994. 
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Dropping In on the Western Area Branches 

Left: Port Williams Christmas gath-

ering. Clockwise: Nancy Brister, 

Barb Gerrits, Ruth Blenkhorn, Sha-

ron Legge (former member) and 

Myrtle Merrett. 

Bottom: Members of Lakeville 

Branch gather after an outing. 

 

Happy New Year to ALL our Friends! 
Cambridge WI honoured the veterans through 
an essay which had been written by a late 
member, many years a go.  The members re-
ceived a “dity” bag which was a duplicate of 
what service men and women had received in 
the past and the ladies were requested to place 
the lit candle in a window on Remembrance 
Day.  A donation was made to the Festival of 
Lights Campaign of the Valley Regional Hospi-
tal. Grand Pre has been extremely busy and in 
October they began a year-long paper plate 
fundraiser and at the end of the year, the funds 
will be added to their Branch funds.  What a 
wonderful idea!  The members were hostess to 
the Lakeville WI.  In November, Grand Pre sa-
luted the veterans through readings, scrap-
books, post cards, and a reading from a book 
entitled, “Dear Alice”; which was letters be-
tween two cousins during World War 
II.  Lakeville WI made boxes from greeting 
cards, added fudge and they were given to the 
guests who attended the community pot luck 
supper.  The members were busy preparing for 
an old-fashioned Christmas Concert, where all 
were going to participate.  Paradise WI greeted 
an outreach community agent who did a pro-
gram on Efficiency Nova Scotia’s Home Warm-
ing Program.  The guest gave many hints, sug-
gestions, and tips on home warming.  In No-
vember, the group had the opportunity to have 
a pharmacist speak about medications, and the 
do’s and don’ts of taking medicine (while eating 
grapefruit).  Paradise WI were also busy start-
ing preparations for their 100

th
 anniversary. The 

Paradise and Spa Springs WIs sponsored a 
Senior Safe Driving course recently with at-

tendees from throughout the western area of 
Nova Scotia. Port Williams WI had a memora-
ble Christmas party following a delicious sup-
per.  The ladies exchanged gifts, brought food 
for the Food Bank and heard the Christmas sto-
ry, as told by Liz Johnson.  South Berwick 
WI welcomed a guest speaker who enlightened 
the ladies regarding the work of the Canadian 
Mental Health Association. She spoke on Pro-
ject Hope which mainly works with homeless or 
at-risk of homeless to help them find and keep 
adequate housing. Spa Springs WI celebrated 
the Christmas season with a wonderful program 
which was followed by a delicious pot luck sup-
per. The program consisted of games, stories, 
songs, gift exchange, and the ladies brought in 
food items to complement the gift basket for a 
family in the community.   
Respectively Submitted, 
Ellen Simpson 
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Reach for the Stars Membership Challenge 

 Welcome to our new members for 2016-2017! 

One Star 

Gore—Barbara MacDonald 

Homeville—Jo-Anne Stanton 

MacPherson’s Mills—Connie MacDonald 

North River—Stacy Murray 

Springville/Island—Debbie White 

Two Stars 

Caribou—Judy Gorman, Darla MacKeil 

Kempt—Bella Gilbert, Diane Hirtle 

Lakeville—Linda Hart, Joann Sweet,  

Port Bickerton—Marie Kaiser, Jessie Pinkham 

Port Williams—Nancy Brister, Debbie Graves 

Three Stars 

               Parkdale/Maplewood—Paula Andrews, Michelle Greer, Melba Sarty 

Four Stars 

Cambridge—Jennie Jolly, Heather Kellock, Deb Kendall, Donna MacDougall  

Spanish Bay—Pat Divito, Julie Dzaich,  Jill Forrester, Wanda Woodcock 

Please remember in order to be listed and recorded in the Membership Challenge, new members’ 

names must be submitted to the Office with their membership dues. If you require a new member 

form, please contact the Office or go to the WINS website. Errors or admissions should be reported 

to the Office as well. 

Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  2017   

 

Cape Breton District is very busy planning the AGM for 

2017. The dates are August 2 & 3 and it will take place at 

Cape Breton University.   

The Theme is “Be Kind to Our World– Reduce, Reuse & Re-

cycle.” Cape Breton WI members are busy making items for 

the take-home goodies bags as well as planning a fun-filled 

evening of entertainment. Watch for more information! 
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Editor’s Note: The following arti-
cle was part of the FWIC In Re-
view 2016. 
 
WI… Proud of Our Past: Pre-
paring for Our Future - WI has 
been running strong for over 
100 years, but we need to ask 
ourselves some hard questions 
if we want to ensure that it con-
tinues to prevail for another 
100 years. FWIC are custodi-
ans of the WI legacy in Canada 
and we have a responsibility to 
make sure more generations of 
women can grow under the WI 
movement.  
Over the last few months, 
FWIC staff has been reaching 
out to all levels of WI, from indi-
vidual members to provincial 
representatives, to see what 
direction our members and af-
filiates want to see WI move for 
the next stage of its life.  
 
Thank you to all of the WI 
Branches who submitted sur-
vey results – we’re listening, 
we hear you, and it’s being in-
corporated in the plans moving 
forward. If you haven’t had a 
chance to complete the survey, 
and want to, contact Wendy 
Hamilton at fwican@gmail.com  
 
Staff and volunteers have also 
been involved in Laurier Brant-
ford’s entrepreneurial business 
project “LaunchPad,” where 
FWIC Board members, WI 
members and non-WI women 
across the country have been 
interviewed face-to-face and 
through Skype. What we have 
found in our initial results have   
been eye-opening. Women are 

joining the WI to meet and so-
cialize with other women from 
their communities. Women are 
looking for opportunities to 
learn, grow, give back to their 
communities, and have a bit of 
fun!  
The strengths of the WI high-
lighted by interviewees includ-
ed the observation that each 
branch is autonomous and can 
meet its own social and com-
munity needs,  such as:  
 branches provide learning 

and skill development;  
 support from like-minded in-

dividuals;  
 community engagement and 

support; and  
  meeting and working with 

women from different back-
grounds and age groups.  

 
But WI’s strength is also its 
weakness. Because each 
branch is autonomous and ge-
ographically so widely spread, 
each WI group have their own 
unique issues and need, such 
as:  
 communication between lev-

els of WI is difficult; 
  many WI protocols 

(reporting, etc.) are not of 
interest to younger mem-
bers;  

 lack of unifying logo/brand 
WI movement; 

  perception of WI as a more 
mature woman’s interest 
group. 

  
Interviewees suggested that 
the role of the FWIC could be 
to promote and market the WI 
movement nationally so all lev-
els of the organization benefit 

and will attract new members, 
to develop and protect WI 
branding in Canada, and to be 
a repository of best practices 
and resources for issues per-
taining to women and their fam-
ilies.  
We are at a crucial time in the 
history of the WI movement. In 
order to attract new members 
and retain our existing mem-
bers, interviewees stated that 
the FWIC needed to become 
more relevant in today’s socie-
ty. We need to take more ac-
tion, be better understood by all 
levels of the organization, be 
more self-sufficient financially, 
and be the unifying force for 
the WI movement in Canada. 
 
 
If you are interested in reading 
the rest of the FWIC In Review 
2016, or to get  more infor-
mation on FWIC, check out the  
website: http://fwic.ca. 
 
The next Federated Women’s 
Institutes of Canada Conven-
tion  will be in Winnipeg, Mani-
toba n 2018.  
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Associated Country  

Women of the World  

ACWW 

ACWW Canada Area Conference: The Conference will be held in 

Pembrooke, Ontario from June 23-25, 2017 and will follow the provincial 

Convention of the Federated Women’s Institutes of Ontario. The Theme 

is “Women Helping Women for 90 Years ...And Beyond.” Keynote 

Speaker will be  Sally Armstrong, member of the International Women’s 

Commission, a UN body that consists of 20 Palestinian women, 20 Is-

raeli women, and 12 internationals whose mandate is assisting with the 

path to peace in the Middle East. In addition,  ACWW World President 

Ruth Shanks and Deputy World President Margaret Yetman will be in attendance.  The confer-

ence will be chaired by ACWW Canada Area President,  Sheila Needham.  

Early Bird Registration and Tours  are due March 15, 2017 and the final date for registration is 

April 30, 2017. There are no exceptions. Registration forms are available on the  W.I.N.S web-

site. Cost  for Early Bird Registration is $250 and full registration is $275.00.  Individuals plan-

ning to attend the Conference are asked to make their own hotel reservations. A block of 

rooms are being held at Best Western  Hotel, Pembrooke, Ontario.  

Donations to ACWW: ACWW Canada Area President, Sheila Needham states in her Decem-
ber Newsletter, she sent a bank draft to London Central Office totaling $9400.00 which repre-
sents £5550.00. These were donations to the Canada Area project as well as other ACWW 
projects and some memberships. Sheila states that the members in Canada are very generous 
‘angels’ of ACWW! Thank you! 

Women Walk the World: On or around April 29, people worldwide celebrate ACWW’s Interna-

tional network by joining together to Walk the World.  The aim is to raise awareness of 

ACWW’s work, promote the organization and raise funds – this money goes to further develop 

our aims of raising the standard of living for rural women and their families through education, 

training, and community development programs, supporting educational opportunities for wom-

en and girls and help eliminate gender discrimination. Why not organize a Women Walk the 

World in your area?  It can be a walk on a trail, in the mall or around your meeting area. This 

year ACWW would like us to count the number of steps and multiple by the number of people 

who take part. Take some pictures and send in to ACWW. Posters can be found under Support 

ACWW on the ACWW website. 

 

Website: please visit the ACWW website www.acww.org.uk and be sure to log on to the 

member area with the following password acww2016portal  

Also follow ACWW on Twitter  at #WeareACWW or check out the ACWW Facebook page. 
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Board of Directors 

President: Sheila Richards, 902 895 7172 

sheila.richards.sr@gmail.com  

President-Elect: Eleanor Lilley , 902 485 9284 

edenlake@eastlink.ca 

Annapolis: Ellen Simpson, 902 825 6429 

e.simpson@ns.sympatico.ca 

Cape Breton: Cheryl Durham,  902  595 2771 

cheryly1990@gmail.com 

Cumberland-Colchester: Natalie Balsom,  

902 897 7368  njbalsom@eastlink.ca 

Digby: Roberta Journeay, 902 837 5623 

rosejourn@hotmail.com 

Guysborough:  Sharon Reid, 902 522 2393 

sharon.reid777@gmail.com 

Hants Central: Gerry Low, 902 883 7840 

rockn_nannie@hotmail.com 

Hants West: Shelley Lake, 902 757 3843 

shelleylake@eastlink.ca 

Kings East: Liz Johnson , 902 542 5314 

johnsone@ns.sympatico.ca 

Kings West:  Judith Parks,  

judithanne@eastlink.ca 

Lunenburg:  Vacant 

Pictou: Eleanor Lilley,  902 485 9284 

edenlake@eastlink.ca 

Queens: vacant  

Shelburne-Yarmouth: Marg Dawe, 902 656 3276 

dawemargaret40@gmail.com 

Past-President: Coni Murray, 902 895 9829 

conimurray8@gmail.com 

FWIC Executive Officer: Coni Murray 

FWIC Board Member: Sheila Richards 

 

Office Administrator: Lindsay Murray, Suite  207 

90 Research Drive, Bible Hill, NS, B6L 2R2  

Phone: 843-9467    Fax: 843-1030  

novascotiawi@eastlink.ca  

ACWW Area President for Canada 

Sheila Needham, 19 Cameron Rd.,  

Bolton Est, QC, J0E 1G0 450-292-5612 

FWIC President  

 Linda Hoy 

77 Route 105, Cookshire-Eaton, QC, J0B 1M0 

ACWW President   

Ruth Shanks Am—Australia 

Women’s Institutes of Nova Scotia web-

site: www.winovascotia.ca 

   

  Facebook page: 

  Women’s Institutes of Nova  

          Scotia 

Report from the 
Chair of the  
Finance Committee 
 
There was a good dis-
cussion and many ques-
tions raised on W.I.N.S. 
finances at AGM 2016.  Though many 
were answered at that time, one of the 
questions raised was “Could delegates 
receive a copy of the Financial State-
ments prior to the AGM?”.  The Board has 
agreed to this and the Notice to Reader 
statement prepared by the accounting firm 
and a copy of the Proposed Budget will be 
emailed to registered delegates before the 
next AGM via email only. Please provide 
your email address when completing your 
registration form and the information will 
be sent to you. 

Another point raised at the 2016 AGM, 
was should W.I.N.S. have an official Audit 
or a Review Engagement of the Financial 
Statements. Our Notice to Reader Report 
compiled by Langley Accounting, is an 
acceptable report by the Department of 
Agriculture. Having said that, can W.I.N.S. 
afford the added cost of acquiring an offi-
cial Audit or Review Engagement or are 
there other options to audit the accounts? 
This will require further review and discus-
sion.  

W.I.N.S. members are welcome to send 
any suggestions or questions on W.I.N.S. 
finances to the Chair.  

“Whatever the problem, be part of the 
solution.”  …Tina Fey 

Respectfully Submitted,   

Eleanor Lilley 

Chair of Finance Committee 

 

mailto:novascoitawi@
http://www.gov.ns.ca/nsaf/wi

